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Lea Valley 713030

L Ephgrave Esq

261 Harold Road ENQ 2877
Hastings

Sussex V) August 1976

Dear Mr Ephgrave
Thank you for your most interesting and detailed letter of 1 August.

Yes, there are people who remember both you and your family in Waltham Abbey.
We have been speaking to George Smith, now a youthful 80, and although he had
lost touch with you he still remembers that you joined the Army at an early
age. George's other Christian names are Reece Sydney which is a further link
with your great grandmother. I shall be letting George have a copy of your
letter as he would like to write to you.

Also one of my own staff, Mrs Alice Negus, knows your Family from the early
days. She lives in Victoria Villas (the name has now changed to Victoria Road)
and well remembers your sister, Connie, and went to school with her I believe.
She also remembers the other members of your family. I have given her your
address and she will be writing to you.

I have shown your letter to Dr K N Bascombe, the Secretary of the Waltham Abbey
Historical Society, so it is possible that you may receive further letters as
a result of his actions. :

If I have any other news I shall write again.

Yours sincerely

M McLAREN
Head of Library Services
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#Mr L Ephgrave
261 Harold Read

Hastings

Dear Fir Ephgrave

Thank you for your letter dated 16 October with
photograph of your grandfather, which 1 am now
returning, having made a copy for our records. I
regret the delay in replying.

As you state, 45-50 years swrvice might today prove
something of a record, although I can assure you that
in the days of the Royal Gunpowder Factoyy such a
period of employ was not so extrsordinary.

I trust you have been able to sort out your
genealogical investigations.

Best wishes.
Yours sinecerely

G H S PRYOR
Librarian
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512/u45
n& L EPHGRAVE
261 Harold Road
Nastings ENQ 515yx.s-65
Sussex

16 May 1979

&
Dear lir Ephgrave

Further to my letter of 24 April, I c¢an now offer you a little additional
information gleaned from documents received from the Publiec Records Office.

1) In the "Quatterly Labour Statement from Jume 1901, for the Royal
Gunpowder Factory, there is an sntry No 45 showing the man G Ephgrave
as Danger Building Visitor end receiving the wage of £2/17/6d.

2) The First Report of the accident on 13.12.1893 contains statements from
workmen familier with the cam machines;and George Ephgrave.as foreman
of a cam house, is included. (A photocopy of the first part of this
entry is enclosed.)
These additional points of information are not very great extensions to those
already supplied to you. They do, however, give some actual recorded dates from
which to work and will, I trust, be useful to you.

Should further information of .any import come to light I shall pass it on to you.

Yours sincerely

G H S PRYOR
Librarien

ENC
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Mr L Ephgrave T
261 Harold Roed /
Hastings ( ENQ 3152/Ls65
Sussex S

2, April 1979

A
Dear My Ephgrave
I have been asked by Mr MoLaren to reply to your letter of 28 March.

We are still awaiting the receipt of certein documents which we hope will lead
us to some authoritative answers to the questions which you posed.

However, quite fortwfitously, we were on 9 April inm contact with George Smith,
who was able to give us a few clues. According to him, your grandfather left
this Establishment at about retirement age, in 1920/23. At this time, a great
number of employees, taken on during World War I, were sacked. Only one
hundred-and-fif'ty were kept on, ineciuding George Smith. But his father and
your grendfather were included im the group dismissed, it being close to their
retirenent asge.

This information leads us to hagard the statement that your grandfather joined
the Factory vetween 1875 and 1880,

George Smith remembers that at the time he began work here, your grandfather was
Danger Buildings Visitor (arcund 1910), we imow, however, that he did not hold
this position between 1914,~-1918.

Upen dismissal, he went to Canada, dut returmed, dying about 1934,

All this 1s f'rom George Smith. We were also in touch, yesterday, with Alice
Negus, who no longer works here. From her we were able to glean the information
that your grandfether's christian name was George. She also recalls that he
died at home in Waltham Abbey, but could not confirm categorically the date
stated by George Smith.

I hope you wiil find all this to be of interest. Further details will be
supplied to you when I have access to them.

Yours sincerely

G H 8 PRYOR
Librarian
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