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Heilige Barbara (!at. Die Fremde) 

Legende 

Ba rbara , die Tochter des reichen Diosltoros (Dioslrurus) aus 
Nikomedia in Kleinasien, WUl'de 306 (317, 337) unter Kaiser 
Maximlnus Daja filr ihr Bekenntnis zum Christentum zum 
Tode verorteilt und vom eigenen Vater enthauptet. Darauf 
wurde Dioskoros vom Blitzstrahl getOtet. 

Brauchtum 

Barbara wird bei UDB ala Schutzheilige und. PatroDin der 
Bergleute, Artilleristen, Tiirmer und aller Zilnfte bzw. 
Berufsgruppen, die mit Feuer, Blitz, Donner und damit 
mit Sprengstoff und Schie~ver gefahrvollen Umgang 
pflegen, verehrt und gefeiert. 
Bildnisse der Ht. Barbara finden wir in Zeughliusern, 
Pulvermagazinen und Munitionskammem. (Sainte Barbe) 

Kunst 

Die Barbara-Darstellung wird heute Dicht nur im religios
kirchlichen Raum, sondem in ihrer ganz ailgemeinen Ver
breitung bewertet. 
Bewu6t greift oor KUnstler unseres Barbara-Bildes und der 
Barbara-Kachel mit dem Verzicht auf rein religiose Attribute 
(Hostie, Ketch, Dreifenster-Turm) und dem Einsatz der 
Symbole Pulverturm, Knnone, Granaten, Barbarazweig usw. 
tiber den Kirchenbereich hinaus. 
Er schuf ein beruflicbes Siun- und Schutzbild. 



Saint Barbara

Memorial

4 December
removed from revised Roman
calendar and cultus suppressed in
1969

Profile

A beautiful maiden imprisoned in a
high tower by her father Dioscorus
for disobedience. While there, she
was tutored by philosphers, orators
and poets. From them she learned
to think, and decided that
polytheism was nonsense. With the
help of Origen and Valentinian, she
converted to Christianity.

Her father denounced her to the local authorities for her
faith, and they ordered him to kill her. She escaped, but
he caught her, dragged her home by her hair, tortured
her, and killed her. He was immediately struck by
lightning, or according to some sources, fire from heaven.

Her imprisonment led to her association with towers, then
the construction and maintenance of them, then to their
military uses. The lightning that avenged her murder led
to asking her protection against fire and lightning, and her
patronage of firefighters, etc. Her association with things
military and with death that falls from the sky led to her
patronage of all things related to artillery, and her image
graced powder magazines and arsenals for years. One of
the Fourteen Holy Helpers.

While there were undoubtedly beautiful converts named
Barbara, this saint is legend, and her cultus developed
when pious fiction was mistaken for history.

Died

beheaded by her father c.235 at Nicomedia during the
persecution of Maximinus of Thrace
relics at Burano, Italy, and Kiev, Russia

Patronage

against death by artillery
against explosions
against fire
against impenitence
against lightning
against mine collapse
against storms
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Amaroni, Italy
ammunition magazines
ammunition workers
architects
armourers
artillery
artillerymen
Barbara, Italy
boatmen
bomb technicians
brass workers
brewers
builders
carpenters
Colleferro, Italy
construction workers
dying people
explosives workers
fire prevention
firefighters
fireworks
fireworks manufacturers
fortifications
foundry workers
geologists
gravediggers
gunners
hatmakers
hatters
against lightning
mariners
martyrs
masons
mathematicians
military engineers
milliners
miners
Montecatini Terme, Italy
ordnance workers
Paterno, Sicily
prisoners
Rieti, Italy
safety from storms
sailors
saltpetre workers
Santa Barbara, California
smelters
stone masons
stonecutters
storms
sudden death
Syria
tilers
Toa Alto, Puerto Rico
warehouses
watermen
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chalice
host
princess in a tower with either the palm of martyrdom or chalice
of happy death
woman holding a feather
woman holding a tower
palm of martyrdom
tower
woman trampling a Saracen
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