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- Jobs fear if
gunpowder factory
is zoned as
historical site

JOBS in Waltham Abbey
will go if the Royal Gun-
powder Factory in the town
is turned into a conser-
vation area, it was claimed
last week.

Members of Epping For-
est District Council devel-
opment committee decided
at a meeting on Wednes-
day night to recommend
that the former Royal
Gunpowder Factory be

made into a conservation -

area,

The site, which includes
PERME. is to be vacated by
the Ministry of Defence in
1981, and members were in
agreement that the site

should become a conser-
vation area in order to pre-
serve its history for pos-
terity.

However , a Waltham
Abbey member, Cr. Cyril
Hewins, feared that em-
ployment would suffer,

He said: “There are a
lot of people employed in
this factory and we should
look at the site before
taking a final decision.

“There are a number of
good buildings on the
site and, with the right
jobs, could prove advan-
tageous to the area. We are
short of industrial prem-
ises. there is a theatre,
lecture room and canteen
on the site, which could all
be used.”

Cr. Hewins added: “A
large number of jobs will
be lost'in Waltham Abbey
if this site becomes a con-
servation area.”
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