


F C'l'ORY - 'iALTW1.\: ABBEY. 

1) Vier! fror:l 1..: r sn. tm"l1: rds Y!p l th2.Jll Abbey. Buildings in middle di sknce from 

L to R. (1) F: ctOlJ BuildinGs 

I ho to~,T8. l)her ) (3~ Houses in HiChb id:;e s t. c; nd Ol el llill ~, 4) I'.inGs Ar as F . R. 

5) Bridge Over Lea N~ vi.c:;ation 6) Ol d English GentleEl~,n F. I-I. Abbey ChUl"ch 'l'oner 

in distance on l e ft . This l'licture 1.'I8 S ta2~en during lc.-t;e 1890 I S or e c rly 1900' s 

as Abbey Tor/er wes r e s t ored Yii th '0 , ttlement Orllamen t etion bet-Y;een 12. 96 ~ nd 1904 . 

* Destroyed by Ge r man V2 in lS44. /2.1/1 · 
2) Vierl of He,l tham Lock looking south-,-!2rd from Be ~ c e IU ver Bri d r;e. Thj_ s lock 

r!<?,S move d t o north side of bridge boheen the trio \'I c,rs 0-914 Clld 1~' 39) /2 1-/~ 
3) Vi evl l ookin[; e c.st fron Bt: r c e r i v c r brid:::;e j of I-lic;hbri cl,:- 'e Strc(; t tom::,,:;::,d s the 

Abbey . ~ ,-[ ter 0~1 l ' f t PllQ centre '""''is lc'1oytn [s Fer r y ' s r.~ ver . Footbri dGe ovcr t~lis 

stream cen be seen beyond t~lC fi gure s on Ilf'Vement. Thi 3 stre['m h e: s r e cen tly 

been di v e,rted in c onnection I'!ith r ood rti deninC u;d eliminr t i,on of Rnfine lJ bridGe 

( seen i n middle disto.n ce j 2... -; /? 
4) Vi eri : roe in s ide f ; ctOI'J'-; Believed to be n o,-- r the Refinery Gc te , one of t ile se 

Note ol d.. pm:der '0: r~e. 

5) Hi ;ghbr id0 e Strc "' t J rom RefineI'IJ bridc e . The triO bloc~: s of cotte: 'cs on left 

ilere clemoJ1,l ished s evera l ;ye n 's r.rso, ;:,l1d others built , but the COlJ1ty COlrrt(Ojl l e ft) 

end the Al mshouses cnd 11 O:cdu n cc Arms P . H. 1I f, S \iell " s most ot.le l bu:i..ldinc s i n the 

st:cee t I'lere de s t ro;,/ed by Q Ge ::..mo.n V2 rocket in 1 ~45 . Th.e small portion of we ll 

OD l eft oi' :!='ictIilre is hOYleVeI' still st2nding at pc::' sent tirne (Februa ry , l S68 ) 

Photo t al,en 1896 t o 1904 . 

6) View inside f e c t OYy , b e l i eved to b e:; nee r main gc' te . 

7) Vie\I i nside f r ctoI'J'-,loc&tion uncertnin but s ho\ls 2 :::: ~cond ol d po\/der ba r ge . /Lt-/i- . 



t .. ) Lomg ,-:alk im:ide f~: c tory . It is believed thot t his "ICS opened to the 

:9ublic to q limited ext ent c· t one time , c S people nor; living local ly cen 

remember being t aken in there a s children. 

9) Thi s vie,., i s believed to be of the le-nO. on rihich 1.f" 1 t ham Abbey Torm Hall 

no" stc.nds . app"ren tly it is the old ITa lthalll Abbey VO+illlteer Fire J3rige te St a tion 

end bui l dine beside it It ha s the ,lords Re:: ding ro om on t he nind6ws J 

10 ) The Factory Fire J3ri:;ate Dbout 1900. 9'L9-/I O 
11) Fi ve members of t he "Turnham" f amil y, l'iho \'tere al l employed e t some time 

or other c. t t he It . G. P. F. Their neme s occur f requentl y in c. b :J ok of " Hi s t orical 

Notice s f of the ROy2 1 GtLl1T O\:o.er Y:or. s ". 

John Turnh2m (ront r0l7 left ) \'18S a Frinci!3al ForeEl: n bet'.:een 1887 [; nd le ter . 

He I ;: s ,ny \Iife I s CT[mdfc. t here The e::rlie st mention of t he f mni l y m,r~e of Turnh':::1l1 

in the b ook mentioned above is in the yeFr 1787. It h2.s a lways been illldel-'s tood th&t 

Et men of thnt n Dme T/ C. 5 one of the ec:rliest to :c'eceive Cl l i cence from Queen Eliz.sbe t h 

I for the manu..f:::cture of eunpol"der c' t tal tht:m Abbey. T'ni s c ~'nnot be confi rmed a s the 

e 2. r l i cs t rcgef; of the "Historic.? l n otices" book [ re illlf ortilllc tely mi ssine in the copy 

in lIry possessiono '11-7-IJI. 
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Vie\v from Marsh t owards Vial tham Abbey. Buildings 
in middle distance from L to R. 
(1) Factory Buildings 
(2) Marsh \.Jardens Cottage (to right of Photographer) 
(3) Rouses in Highbridge St. and Old Mill* 
(4) Kings Arms P.R. 
(5) Bridge Over Lea Navigation 
(6) Old English Gentleman P.R. Abbey Church Tower 
in distance on left. This picture was taken during 
late 1890's or early 1900'~ as Abbey Tower was 
restored with battlemento,n~entation between 1896 
and 1904. 
*Destroyed by German V2 in 1944. 
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View of Waltham Lock looking 
southward from Barge River 
Bridge. This lock was moved to 
north side of bridge between the 
two wars (~arur ~ 
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View looking east from Barge 

river bridge, of Highbridge St. 

towards the Abbey. Water on 

left and centre was known as 

Perry ' s river. Footbridge over 

this stream can be seen beyond 

the figures on pavement. This 

stream has recently been 

diverted in connection with road 

widening and elimination of 

Refinery bridge (seen in middle 

distance) • 
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View looking North down Hill 
Head Stream shovTing land to 
R of picture on which the 
canteen is now situated and in 
the centre where the New Library 
now is. Note old powder barge 
and flagstaff on Flagstaff 
bridge. (Date of Entry 1970) 
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Highbridge Street from Refinery bridge. The two 
bJocks of cottages on left were demolished several 
years ago, and others built, but the County Court 
(on left) and the Almshouses and "Ordnance Arms P.H." 
as well as most other buildings in the street were 
destroyed by a German V2 rocket in 1945. The small 
portion of wall on left of picture is ho ... rever still 
standing at present time (February, 1968). Photo 
taken 1896 to 1904. 





View inside factory showing 
John Walton's Sundial 
surrounded by ' Hoolwich 
Infants Shot'. 





View inside factory, locat i on 
uncertain but ShovlS a second 
old powder barge. 





Long walk inside factory. 
It is believed that this was 
opened to the public to a 
limited extent at one time, 
as people now living locally 
can remember being taken in 
there as children. 
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This view is believed to be 
of the land on which \val tham 
Abbey Town Hall now stands. 
Apparently it is the old 
Waltham Abbey Volunteer Fire 
Brigate Station and building 
beside it. It has the words 
Reading room on the windows. 
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The 

WAs ( ~2.:=r / 10 

Factory F" 90/10 
l.re Brigade 

about 1900 
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Fi ve members of the "Turnham" family, vrho were .all 
employed at some time or other at the R. G. P. F. : Their 
name~ occur frequently in a book of "Historical Notices 
of the Royal Gunpowder works". John Turnham (front 
row left) was a Principal Foreman between 1887 and 
later. The earliest mention of toe family name of 
Turnham in the book mentioned above is in the year 
1787. ~ It hRS always been understood that a man of 
that name was one of the earliest to receive a licence 
from Queen Elizabeth I for the manufacture of gunpowder 
at Waltham Abbey. This cannot be confirmed as the 
earliest pages of the "Historical notices" book. are 
unfortunately missing in the copy in(my)possesslon. ,, / 

rtu, rlj~~. 
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