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DEATHS. 

17-Mrs. Alice Ro!lC Ro·binsoD, wife bf Mr. Harry 
Albert RolJ,inson, of Grange Parl~, Thoru-

. ton Henth, and the daughter bf Mr. James 
Sable, of \"'oolla rd Street. Died at the 
ilorough Hospital, vVaddOI1, Croydon, 
SU'rrey, aged 33 years. Interred at 
Croydon Cemetery. 

22-Mr. Henry Pack ford, of AJ.bury Grove Rond, 
Chcshunt, son of the late Mr. vVilIinm 
Packford of thi s Parish. bied at St. 
Bartholomew's Hospital, aged 52 years. 
Interred at Cheshunt Cemetery. 

23-Mrs. Eliza \~rackett , of the Ro.rneland, and 
formerly of Dakel~s .Entry. Died at Chase 
Side, Enfield, aged 65 yean. Interred at 
\V"ltham Abbey. 

23-Mr. William Lancaster Priest, of Great 
Chatham Street, Manchester, and for
merly of High Bridge Street, aged 73 
years. 

24-Mr. Joseph Warwick, of High Bridge Street. 
Died at Edmonton, aged 6':i years. In
terred at \~Tal tha.m klJ,bey. 

27-Ernest Frank Cuckow, infant son of Mr. 
George Cuckow, of \Voollard Street, aged 
6 months. 

28-Mrs. Hannah Chapman, wife of M.r. Charles 
Ch apman, senr., of Station Road, and 
formerly of Farm Hill and Sun Street 
(s ister to the bte Mr. Churchwarden 
Brett, of Holyfield), aged 7S years. 

3o-l'I1rS. E'l11ma Groocock, of Sewardstone 
Street, aged 63 years. 

3- Mrs. Susanna Tyler, of \Voollard Street, 
widow, aged 78 years. 

4- Eleanor Clarl", infant daughter of JvI.r. 
FredeTic Clark, of \Vindsor Road, Leyton, 
and formerly of River View, aged 5 years. 
Interred at Enfield Highway. 

6--Mr. Albert WaIter \Vyatt, of Eversleigh 
Road, Da:ttersea, aged 25 years. Interred 
at Waltham kbbey. 

1O-\Valter Darker, infant son of Mr. William 
Barker, of \Voollard Street, aged IO hours. 

10-;.:\11'. John Hall, formerly of Silver Street. 
J )ied at Chase Side, Enfield, aged 64 ' 
'l'e :n s. 

I ~'--.:\'rr. John PerrY'll1an, of Golden Row, Mott 
Street, aged 81 years. 

13- MI'. C h:1rl es Burton, of Chesham Cott:1ges, 
Broomstick Hall Road, aged 63 years . 

IS- Mrs. Jane Elizabeth Bayly, widO'w of the 
b tc 'Mr. C. J. Bayl)" of vValtham Cross, 
and dau g hter of 1he late Rev. Robert 
l\[a rtin. Died at :Morclen Lodge, Bexley 
He~th, Kent, aged 76 ycars. Interred at 
C heshunt Cemetery, the Rev. J . H. 
Stamp, officiating. 
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'1'HE HISTORY OF THE ABBEY CHURCH OF 

WAL THAl\f HOLY CROSS. 

CXLV . 

A Vestry' Meeting was held on 26th .-\ugust, ISOO, 
"to take into consideration ~ claim made by Sir 
\Villial\l \Vake, l3art., of fi .l·e shillings in thc pound as 
a compensation for Tithc, ," nnd th c following resolu
tion was passed; "It appcaring by ancicnt deed that 
he (Sir vVilliam) has not any right to small Tithes, nor 
to any other Tithes than Corn, Grain, Hay and V/ooel, 
for part of which Tithcs ~ 1I1odll s or ~n c icnt com
position appe~rs in thc ycar 1696 to have been pa id, 
viz . ; IS. 6d. per acre for lIIeadoll' L~nd, 2S . 6d. for 
O~ts, and 3s. 6el. for B~r1ey. It is thcreforc ordered 
and agreed that Mr. John Jessopp be employed to take 
the opinion of Co un sc l on the Decree obtained for 
such Modus ~nd the composition of the Tithes, and 
that the Cbim be resisted ~nd any suit he may com
mence . ... be defendcd." A committce II'~S then 
appointed consisting of John Conyers, E sq. , the myner 
of Copped Hall; John Daly, E sq., II'ho held ~ m~n si.o ll 
and property near Lodge Lane; \Valter Urquh~rt, 

Esq. ; John Young, E sq., ,and :-'11'. John Jesso]l}J. 
Another meeting was held on September 20th to con
sider ~ letter in which \rilliam Bullock, E sq. , on 
behalf of Sir \Villiam \Vake, signified hi s readiness 
to gil'e every reasonable sat isfaction rcspecting thc 
baronet's title to the small Tithes, and it was rcsolvcd 
that the w.riter -be informed 1hat the Parishioncrs could 
not give any deci sive answer until they were sa tisfied 
that Sir \Villiam had a right to th e small Tithes, but 
were disposed to give him the full value in case hi s 
claim could be made good. As the Vestry Minutcs do 
not su ppl y any further information on the subject and 
the parties appear on the most fr iendly tcrms in later 
records, we must concludc that the dispute was settlcd 
by thi s co nciliatory action on the part of thc Vestry. 

The Rel 'erend John l\Iullcns, RA., who succeeded 
the Rev. Isaac J. P. Colnett in the curacy of \Valtham 
was not appointed lll~til 21st September, 1801, a nd did 
not come into residence until the following mon th; so 
that the Pari shioners ~I'ere left lI'ithout a re sident 
.Mini ster for the space of seve n mont hs. During the 
vacan cy the offices of th e Church \\' e re solemni zed by 
variou s ~Iini sters, amongst whom II'cre the Rcvel. 
Robert ~Iontgolllery, and the ReI'C1. ·Rill Hug-he s, whose 
signatures appear in ·the records of weddings. There 
~vere , hO\I'e l'e r, only three il'brri ages du r ing that 
period, and not one is recorded bet'II'een the datcs of 
Febru:lry 16th, on which Mr. Col nett oftl c iated for the 
last ,time , and August 1st, \\'hen Mr. Montgomery 
s igned the Regi ster, so that \Valtham appeared to bc 
lang ui shing under ~n interdict for , CI'CI':l1 month s. 
The late John Maynard, a schoolm~stcl- of Theydon 
Doi s, in hi s ,hi story of vValth:1m Abbe)" published in 
1865 , seems to refer to thi s dark pcriod in th c followin g 
st:1tement; ".-\bout fiftl' or s ixt)" y e~ r .; ~ ::: () our church 
again fell into such a d'ilapidated st:l te, that durin g the 
repairs, which lasted some month s, no Divine serv ice 
was pcrformed in it by its incumbcnt. Dl1l'ing whi ch 
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\ 1 \ DE IR FRn :" n <; .\ Nn PAlUSllTON F.R ~, 

I"hc ti me ha s aga in ;u ri\"(~ d for me to address 
\ou In ~ Il a nnu a l le tt er. / 
. T Ill' Hev. J . H . S ta mp h opes tu conclude hi s ~ eries 
of :, nicks o n o ur P ar ish Ch urch ;1.t . th e clo se of the 
p"c.ent y"a L The a rti c les whi ch ll\~y be now looked 
for from hi s pen, will deal ~\-ith the period, iJeginning 
,Il t he year 1800, and "' ill bring the hi story down to the 
l.rc .. Pllt da te. ,\ , they will na rra.[e the event s of the 
Inn:: \· icnr i;1. lc of t.h e la te R ev. J a mes Franc is who held 
lh i. liri ng for th irty-e ig ht ye nrs, and ~vill tell of the 
.... Irio ll' im p rm'el11ents ca r r ied out at the Restoralion 
of the Abbf'y C hurc h in 1859-60, and nny chnnges 
IIhich hal'\! taken pl ace s ince that tim e, the a rticles 
\\' ;11 be of very exception a l interest:" 1 believe the 
dc .. ire fu r in form ;t tion ab out our bea utiful and in
tCl0- tinlj Parish C hurch i s in creas ing year by year. and 
tktl th ese art icl es concern ing the ·modern hi s tory of , 
"Clr C hurch wi ll be " e ry welco me to a ll r es id ents in the 
1', lri ' h . . Th e interest sllO'wn in the Lec ture recent ly 
s h'en by the R e v. J. H . Stamp in th e Vi ctoria Hall, 
I' rol'es what a h ig h va lue is se t upon information a,bout 
oll r :\bhey C h urch . 

I trust th at the fri end s of the IVIaga.zine will continue 
tile 'llbscri pt iol1s ~\-hi ch tb ey hal-e hith erto given and 
h)' mean s of wh ich, th e h eavy expense of printing these 
;Irti clcs ha s been d efr ayed. Liber ;) lity in this direction 
will enable our local hi storian to purs ue hi s research es 
free from a n y finan c ial anxiety . 

I feel con , tra ined to d eplure th e n egl ec t of Divine 
\\'() r ~ hip on th e L ord's Day whic:h is very prevalent a t 
IJlese nt i n the Pari sh. Surh neg lect is not only a 
glin-ou s , in bu t 111(1, t tell severely on the spiritual con
dition of the inh a hit;tnts. The re never, pe rhaps, was 
glr-a t('f Heed than at th e present t ime for th e repetition 
(If the Exhor·ta t.ion (Heb. x . 25): re Not for s<'lking the 
:l"(' ll\I ,l in~ o · our~; ('lve'i toge th er . ilS th e Illanner oi 
<tl ll1e. 1< . " Neglect of the l~ ord 's D a y and of Pu bl ic: 
'\'nr~hip thr r-ate ns 10 berom e a na tion;tl s in. 1 fea r 
.01 (> th ere is ;1 stron g te nd ell c), on the part of in
di"iduals to o mit lw i' -a tc pr:lyer and pr iv <1,te readin g of 
11,,· Scrip turc5. Such neglect is totally d es tru ctive of 
,dl 'p iritual li fe and shou ld be st renu o usly resis ted. 
The 'oul C<'l nJl ot prosper if t he m ea ns Go d has ordained 
fill its nou ri shment " re not used . 

/\. Confirma tio n is to ta ke place in the Abbey Church 
nil th e af ternoo n of T h ur , day, June 2nd . 1 'hope 
J' arpnts ;111 (1 G U<l.rtli a ns will encourage all those who are 
und .. r their cha rge to co me forwa rd for Confirmation . 
Cla«e" fo r in s tr uction ~,·j ll be cO'Tllmencecl in due 

_. ----------
--~~'--~~~r· 

CU ll f' O, III Ptl lJf\ing Boll ee of h b int l' ll t iol l to ho ld the 
Confi rm a tion th e Bishop of the Dioce:,c U ~l!<' we igh ty 
word s, whi ch 1 q uote, in the hope t ita t a ll who rea d 
them \I' ill take them to heart. " I cannot exagger:l te 
" th inljlOrLa ncc of the ordi nance of Confir m a tion i n " 
"parochial or sc hool work. If carefully pre pared for" 
"and d ili g-en tly followed up, it h :lS aga in a nd aga in" 
" proved to be an epoc h ill th e sp iritual life , and 1 " 
"colllme nd" your labours in thi s, as in o tbcr br:1n chcs " 
"of the pastoral office to the bless in g of Almi g hly Gael. " 

Trmling that every bless ing both tc'm poral a nd 
spiritual may be youlIs in the com ing year. 

1 r crsnain, 

Your faithful .Fri end and Vica r, 

\Valtham Abbey, Y . n. J OHNSTON. 

Dec. 

" 

" 

" 

1St January, 1<)04. 

1903 . DAY TlSl\1S. 

Nov. 22- William Henry Sta it. 
" ;<'z-- John WilJiam Hod ge. 
" 2..l- -FrcdcTi ck Robe rt H e mming. 
" 22- Susa nnah Ruth Holmes. 
" 22- Annie Ivy [,ili a n Lodge. 
" 2r;-- Gertrude Lilian Till·brook. 
" 2sr-Dorothy 1'v1'ary Cone . . )f 

Dec. 6- Arthur Thom;t s ])an(:5. 
" 6- Ernest Albert 13radford. 
" To-Kato Elizabeth Farra nt. 
... At SI. M ichael's Church, Clapton. 

MARRIAGE S. 

2- Mr. \Nil li am Ernest \Va t(:!' s, of Horn sey 
Road, Hollow:lY, and Miss Em ilie J ane 
Meredith , of Grce nfi eld Stree t. 

5-·Mr. " ' illiam H enry F a in t, of F Jam stead 
End, Ch eshunt, :lHe! lvli s5 l\oI a ry Ann ie 
'\ ,Vea\'e rs, of \Varlies Cottages. 

s- Mr. William Frederick Peg rum, an d M is5 
1': mfJ11a ' Vithers, _ of P a r;ldi se Cott ages, 
Greenyarcl, 

I9-Mr. David Feast, of Long Street, and Miss 
EJlen Clark, of Cop t Hall Green . 

---- ---,-------- -----



I1ll1e a Inini ster (a certain Doctor of Divinity who held 
a ' pec ial I ice ll se for preaching both ~I'i'tllin .and witho\\t 
our Establi shed Churches), went severa l times on the 
:-iundar af tcrnoons and preached among the ruins to 
1.lrg-e cungrcga ti ons. ~Iay the lIke never happen agall1 
to uu r church, is the heart des lrtng prayer of the com
piler, whose ancestors h,~:e .~vo rs hippe(~ within its wall.s 
,,,r 1I1:ln \' genel .atlons. I he wllter may, howevel, 
rder in thi s passage to the 'inconvenience experienced 
hI' the Pari shioners a. few years later, when extensive 
.lit(, I.ltio ns were made in the Abbey Church, although 
It nll;, t be mentioned that ·lVIr. Pickthall, 11 e successor 
flf .\fr . .\[uliens, was then in residence. 

UII the arrival of the Rev. J. IVIullens in October, 
1,'0 1, the new minister proceeded to attend to the 
j{' ''' l>tCJ'S which had bee n neglected during the 
\' .t(~l ncy. He carefully made 'good the omiSSIOns in 
th .. I cc~rd s , from memoranda left by the former Curate 
""d from information su pplied ·by the faithful Parish 
rink, _\11'. John CalT. The last entry in the Register 
1'[ Baptisms in the Ilanchvriting of 1'vIr. Colnett is dated 
~J ld January, 1801. Thirteen baptisms appear to have 
bee n solem nized during hi s last illness, and his suc
e.:"or afte r recording the particulars add~d the follow
III~ statement: " The abol'e co pied from the writings 
of thp. late cu rate Isaac Col nett, found subsequent to 
hi , death- what follows up to October 18th, 1801, from 
the handwriting of the Clerk. Various persons during 
tl' ;l t Per iod hav ing performed the duty. John Mullens, 
prcsent curate, October, 1801. " This memorandum is 
["l lowed by seventy-one entrieJS, the first of which is 
dated March 15th, and then follows a similar statclllent, 
n:IIllcly: "The above from Ma), 15th copied from the 
handwriting of the Clerk on my taking Possession of 
thc Curacy, October 25th, 1801 , John M1tllens, A .B." 
Th e date May 15th is a c1ericul error, as the fir st of 
th e<;c entrie s in the R egister is dated March 15th. 
Bcloll' the entries inse rted at the close of the year he 
ai,o add s the )lote: " The above have been duly 
entcred as they appeared at Ill)' acceptance of the 
ClIr:lcy of \Valtham Hol y Cross, September 21St, 1801." 
In the parallel column the records of funeral s ,,-ere in
,crted and the entries after 28th November, 1800 (when 
Mr. Colnett officiated for the last time), until the 18th 
of the following October (when Mr. Mullens took 
possession). number fifty- six. The new Curate here 
ai, ,, :lppended the note: "A ll the above copied from 
th e writings of the Clerk found on my arrival October 
25 th, 1801. J ohn lvf1lllells, A.B., Curate." 

Three months af'teT th e death of MT. Colnett a. 
terrible explosion occurred at the Royal Gunpowder 
Fa tor),. involving -the loss of nine lives. The follow
in ~. :lcrollnt of thi s sad e l'ent was publi shed in the 
: ·/, tfrll/{11/.'s Magazille" of 1801 : "April 18th , between 

thlce and four in the .afternoon, the coming mill at 
\\'; '\th;\In Abbey, blew up, with -a great explosion which 
..... 1; scnsibly felt all round the neighbourhood. Eight 
Illf' n were blown to pieces into the adjoining meadow, 
;lnd (our ;horses, mu.ch mangled, were · left near the 
m}1I whcels; fragments of a ninth man were found on 

. \ . -~\ - ----- -----~ 

the third day. This fatal accident is ascribed to the 
overheating of one of the .gudgeons of the mill s, and 
had nearly happened a fortnight ·before. Three of the 
men have left families, and others only wid ows. Onc 
of these men was the substitute for another who had 
a narrow escape from <1. former explosion, and on thi s 
occasion had obtained leave of absence. The mill 
was worked the last time previous 10 a complete repair. 
The magazine of dry powder ~\'as not 200 yard s di stant 
and 400 tons (it must mean barrels) of powder had been 
removed from the mill in a boat not long befo re it 
bl ew up. Sixty-two years ago a similar explosion took 
place in the same buildings, when one of the m en was 
so completely destroyed that only his clothes were 
found 011 Galley Hill." This explosion occurred on the 
Horse ,Mill I sland in \Valtham Marsh, and the n:lmes 
of the unfortunate victims ~vere Henry Hodgson , 
Thomas Bilton, Ri cha rd Ri cketts, John Bailey, John 
Lake, John Miles, Joseph Gi'IJbs, H emr ~Iartin and 
\villiam Mead. It is said that their m utilated remains 
were in~erred together uncleI' onc mound near th e g ra\'e 
of the Rev. 1. J. P.- Colnett, -which adjoins the East 
path of the Churchyard, but only one name is recorded 
in the Parish Reg ister in an entry evidently. inserted 
by the Clerk and now almost illegible. It reads as 
follows: "1801, April 22nd. Henry Martin, onc of the 
eight men killed by the explosion in the Powder Mills 
on the 18th in stant." The writer ~vas pr05ably not 
aware that nine men lost their lives on this occasion . 
The son and namesake of John Bailey who was born in 
the following October, six months after hi s father's 
violent death, eventually served the Pari sh as its la st 
Beadle and occupied the office for manr years. Hi5 
grandson James, a young man of exemplary ch arac ter, 
was engaged as Foreman at the Ca m HOll se. Lower 
Island, w,hen the fatal explosion occurred un 13th 
December, 1893, and he and eight of hi s men lost their 
Eves. The fc,liowi llg entries, with reference to earlier 
explosions; al so occur in our R eg ister , : .. nurial·s . 
1665 , October 4tb. Tho. Guttridg, killd with a 
Powder Mill: Oct. 5th, Edward Simons, Carpenter, 
so kill cl " ; cc 16<)-1, March 6th. Ro·bt. Sherbert, 
killd by ye P-owder Mills"; 1720, NO\'ember 2ith. 
" Peter Bennett of ye Tmvn, killed (by) ye Powder 
:'I-lills" "1727, May 8th. FrancilS ' Shadwick, ac
cidentally blown up by Gunpowder." \Ve do not how
ever meet with any record of an explosion in 173<) as 
mentioned above in the extract from the Gelltlelllall's 
Magazine. 

(To be cOIl~i1tued.) 

J. H· STA~[P, C1Irate. 
. 22nd December, 1<)03. 

WALTHAM ABB E Y. 

. The Daily Graphic of 7th Decen)ber, 1<)03, contained 
an in1eresting reference to . " Harold's Millste?', ane! 
the dangerous ' condition of ·the To)ver," illustrated by 
three excellent sketches. In th e opening lines the 
writer remarks: "If there is ill the length and breadth 


