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PREF ACE. 

The following pages, which contain a short investigation 
of the question as to when Gunpowder Mills were first 
established in this country, are the result of accident, rather 
than of design. I had occasion, in the course of a topographi
cal enquiry, to ext.ract from the Public Records every 
document relating to the Evelyn family, and in so doing, 
met with mallY of the early contracts for manufacturing 
Gunpowder, which the Evelyns entered into for supplying 
the government. I therefore thought that a collection of 
these and other documents on the same subject might not be 
uninteresting, particula.rly to the present manufacturers. 

It is my intention, if the following remarks should meet 
with approval, to print a more complete collection of these 
documents, wherein I shall be enahled to introduce many 
additional particulars which, but for their length, I should 
have inserted here. 

ALBERT TERRAeF-, 

NEW CROSS, 

October 16, 1855, 

W. R. HART. 
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SHORT ACCOUNT 

OF THE 

EARLY MANUFACTURE OF GUNPOWDER. 

The exact periud when the important article of warfare, 
gunpowder, was first made use of by our ancestors, cannot 
now be determined; but from the testimony of various 
records as shewn by the Rev. J oseph Hunter in a paper 
printed in the Archreologia, volume 25, it is evident that it 
was used at the Battle of Cressy ; for in an account rendered 
1.>y John Cook, the clerk of the king's great wardrobe of the 
monies received and expended by him from the 22nd De
cember, 19 Edward Ill., (1 3-15), to the 31st January, 23 
Edward Ill., (1349) it is stated that 912 pounds of mltpetce 
and 886 pounds of quick sulphur were supplied to the king 
for his guns. . 

On the 25th November, .] 346, the king issued a writ, com
manding that all the saltpetre and sulphur that was any
where to be sold should be bought; the total amount ob
tained was 750 pounds of saltpetre and 310 pounds of quick 

. sulphur. 
In September 1347 another quantity was bought, 2021 

pounds.of saltpetre, and 466 pounds of quick sulphur. 
At this period the manufltCtnre of gunpowder would 

appeal' to have been quite in its infancy, for notwithstanding 
the king's anxiety to obtain as much as possible, the whole 
amount collected is perfectly puerile when compared to the 
large quantities which at the ·present day are made both for 
warlike and commercial purposes. 

The conquest which was obtained at Cressy, doubtless 
owed much of its brilliancy to the use of these novel in
struments of war, guns and gunpowder; and they could 
scarcely fail to be appreciated as a vast assistance in those 
contests which bef.o1'e were carried on with weapons of a 
~udCl" mould and less deadly powers. 
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In the time of Henry the Sixth an enterprising merchant 
of L0ndon, John Judde, who was skilled in the devising of 
warlike instruments, made at his own expense sixty guns 
called serpentines, " and also stuff for gunpowder of saltpetre 
and sulphur to the weight of twenty ton," which he offered 
to deliver to the treasurer for the king's use under certain 
condit.ions, in consideration of which good service, the king, 
on the 13th December, in the thirty-fifth-year of his reign, 
constituted him Master of the Ordnance for life. 

. It was not, however, till the latter end of the reign of 
Elizabeth, that public attention was drawn to the necessity 
of establishing the manufacture at home of this artlcle, 
which before had been chiefly imported from foreign. coun
tries; it had hitherto been, as at the present time, an open 
trade; but the government being compelled, by the menacing 
attitude which Spain had assumed, to provide more efficient 
means of defence, commenced the granting of commissions for 
the manufacture of gunpowder, which of course constituted it 
a monopoly in the hands of whomsoever the government 
thought fit to entrust with the privilege. 
. The first establishment of gunpowder Mills of any im

portance, appears to have been at Long ritton, near King
ston in Surrey, by George Evelyn, grandfather of the 
celebrated Sir John Evelyn. He also had mills at Leigh 
Place, near Godstone, in the !ame county. The Evelyn 
family is said to have brought the art over from Flanders. 
The mills at Faversham, in Kent, were in operation as far 
back as the time of Elizabeth, but we cannot say which 
actually had the precedence as far as re~ards the date of 
their erection; suffice it to say, those of the Evelyn's a~ 
Godstone, though now extinct, were at that time of the 
greatest importance. There are still mills in the neighbour
hood of Long Ditton, most probably on the site of Evelyn's, 
which were some time since in the possession of vVilliam 
Taylor, Esq.; but the property is now, I believe, in other 
hands. 

In the particulars for Leases for the reign of Elizabeth, 
we find the following mention of "a tenement and mill, 
"&c., called the gunpowder-mill, together with the wharf 
"opposite the said tenement, containing by estimation in 
"length one hundred feet, and in width forty-two feet, and a 
" great pond, called the gunpowder-mill pond, in the occupa
" tion of Thomas Lee, deceased, and now of Francis Lee, his 
" son, in Rotherhithe, near the Thames." 
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In onc of the Burghley Papers, (Brit. Mus. Lansd. MSS. 
58, art. 63) entitled "Commodities and Discommodities as 
may grow by the making of peter," and dated 14th J anu~ry 
1588, certain persons petition for a charter to seek and search 
for saltpetre, with other powers; and they offer to supply the 
queen with all the powder they can make at eight-pence 
the pound. 

Ry letters patent, dated 28th J anuary, 31 Elizabeth 
(1689) the queen, in consideration of a great quantity of 
good corn-powder yearly to be made and delivered into the 
royal store within the Tower of London, granted to George 
~velyn, Esq , Ricl;ard Hills, and John Evelyn, Gentlemen, 
lIcence and authonty for the term of eleven years, to dig, open, 
and work for saltpetre within the realms of England and 
Ireland, and all other dominions where the same shall be 
found, as well within the queen's own lands and grounds 
as those of her subjects, except the City of London and tw~ 
miles distant from the walls of the same, and the Counties 
of York, Northumberland, vVestmoreland, Cumberland, and 
the Bishopric of Durham ; and this saltpetre was to be 
made into powder for the queen's service. (Patent Roll 
81 Eliz., part 8, m. 10.) , 

On the 26th April, 31 Elizabeth, George Constable, Esq., 
had similar' licence to dig for saltpetre within the Counties 
of York, the City of York, Nottingham, Lancaster, N or
thumberland, Westmorelttnd, Cumberland, and the Bishop
ric of Durham, for the term of eleven years. (Patent Roll, 
81 Eliz., part 15, m. 10.) 
. 8th January, 32 Elizabeth, (1590) Thomas Robinson and 

Robert Robinson had a similar licence to dig for saltpetre 
within the Cities of London and vVestminster, and within 
two miles from the walls of the City of London, or from the 
old palace of Westminster, for the term of ten years. 
(Patent Roll, 32 Eliz., part 20, m. 31.) 

By a deed dated 15th May, 38 Elizabeth, (1596) the 
Robinsons assigned all their right in the royal licence to 
Robert Evelyn, who by deed dated 25th August, 41 Elizabeth, 
(1599) surrendered the same to the queen; and by the same 
deed George Evelyn, John Evelyn, and Richard Hills also 
surrendered their licence of 28th January, 31 Elizabeth. 
(Close Roll, 41 Eliz., part 29.) 

By letters patent, dated 7th Sept, 41 Elizabeth, after 
reciting that John Evelyn, Esq., Richard Hardinge, Esq., 
Robert Evelyn, Gentleman, J olm vVrenham, Gentleman, 
and Symeoll Furner, Gentleman, had undertaken to deliver l~ 
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yearly into the store in the Tower of London, a greater 
quantity of good, perfcct, and serviceable corn gunpowder 
meet and serviceable for cannon and caliver shot at a lower 
rate than before was paid, whereby the queen would not. be 
driven to seek the said proportion of gunpowder out of any 
foreign countries, and that they had devised means of making 
saltpetre, whereby the excessive waste and spoil of woods 
and other inconveniences to the quecn's subjects will be 
avoid~d, licence was granted to them for the term of ten 
years, to make and work for all and all manner of salpetre 
and gunpowder within the realms of England and Ireland, 
and all other the queen's dominions, and to have the sole 
making of all manner of saltpetre and gunpowdCl.·, except 
in the County of York, the City of York, the Counties of 
Nottingham, Lancaster, Northumberland, IYestmoreland, 
Cumbcrland, and the Bishopric of Durham. And they had 
similar licence for these excepted places, from thc last day 
of April next ensuing the date of t.he patent, for the residue 
of the same term of ten years. (Patent Roll, 41 Eliz., 
part 4, m. 8] 

An Indenture was entered into the same day, by which 
the patentees covenanted with the queen to deliver yearly 
during the term, one hundred lasts of good, perfect, and ser
viceable corn gunpowder, in this manner: monthly, eight 
lasts and eight hundred pounds weight; half of which to be 
caliver corn-gunpowder, and the other half to be cannon, 
corn-gunpowder, at the price of seven-pence per pound. 
And they covenanted to have as much gunpowder, as 
together with her majesty's store should be sufficient for 
the service and defcnce of these realms, and besides that, to 
have as much as any persons should be willing to buy at. 
ten-pence the pound, and not above. And, also, that they 
would during the term, within six months after notice, 
deliver twenty lasts of gunpowder as before, every month. 
(Patent Roll, 41 Eliz., part 4, m. 12; and Close Roll, 41 
Eliz., part 11.) 

'. The J,'ight which these patentees possessed of c£\,lling upon 
persons to proviqe carriage for conveying the saltpet.re at 
certain rates, was soon called into question, as appears by 
a suit in the Exchequer, instituted by them, concerning a 
refusal to supply them with carriage. 
- The bill, after reciting the patent, "according to which her 
(I majesty's said grant your said orators did takc upon thcm 
f( the making and working of the said saltpetre and gun
f' powdcr, and did and eyer sithenc~ have followed and 
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"attended the sa-me, and did and ha-ve also ever sithence 
Cl yearly delivered into her majesty's store within the Tower 
"of London such quantity of good perfect and serviceable 
"corn-gunpowder sufficiently liked and allowed by those to 
"whom the allowance thereof did appertain and at such 
"times price and rule as they your sa-id Orators did upon the 
"granting of the said letters patent undertake and became 
Cl bound to her majesty in bonds with great penalties td 
"deliver; and have also ever sithence furnished her majesty's 
"shbjects with sufficient store of good perfect and serviceable 
"gunpowder for the use and provision of her highness' 
"said subjects and at such prices or under as were limited 
(( to them for the same as aforesaid" states, that the plain
tiffs appointed Richard Reson and John Browne as deputies, 
to search and dig for saltpetre in every city, liberty, and 
place in the County of Kent, and John Duke and Richard 
Hill, to do the like in Sussex, and to have and take carriarres 
after the rate of four-pence per mile, for every cart or w~in 
load, after the rate of twenty hundred to the load and 
thereupon :-

. (( ~'l'he said John Browne on the 12th October 1602 repaired 
"to one -- Weddingham Constable of the Hundred of 
"Faversham in the said County of Kent and made him 
"privy of the effect of the said letters patent and of the said 
" deputation and of the great necessity of present expedition 
(( in that behalf, and required his assistance for the having 
" and levying of four carriages to carry a copper and other 
" vessels nccessary for making of saltpetre from Faversham 

." aforesaid to Canterbury, being about seven miles distant 
(( for making of the said saltpetre, the said Weddingham 
"for the more expedition of the said service desired the 
.. said Browne to go with him to two or three places 
(( where there were sufficient carriages whereunto the said 
"Browne condescended, and went on the day and year 
" above said to the house of one Edmund Fagg Gentleman 
" amongst others, near Faversham in the Hundred aforesaid 
"who had a competent waggon and all furniture thereunto 
"belonging for carriage, and then and there the said Wed
"dingham charged the said Fagg to send his waggon to 
"Faversham on the morrow to serve the queen, the said 
"Fagg demanded whereabout, the Constable answered for 
"the salpetre man, whereunto the said Fagg answered 
"he ha-d other business for his waggon, the said Browne 
(( did then and thcre tcll the said Fagg that he thought 
"there was no private busincss of such importance aB the 

.1 
I 



----------~--

10 

"making of saltpetre tl]e provision whereof. was for the 
"defence of the kingdom, whereunto the Sll.ld Fagg, well
"knowing of the said letters patents and deputation and 
" the present necessity, very contemptuously answered that 
(I he had dung to carry; the said Browne desired him to 
"speak advisedly, the said Fagg answered that he was 
" advised well enough his waggon should not stir about any 
"such business; to which the said Browne replied t.hat if 
"the said Faag were the queen's subject then he the said 
"Browne didOtake it that the said Fagg was liable to t~e 
I( said service; the said Fagg answered (so scornfully as It 
" may be disputable whether he meant he were the Queen's 
"subject or no) that indeed he could not deny but that 
"he was her subject; then said the said Browne that ex
" cept the said Fagg were freed by special words he was to 
"do as other the queen's liege people did in such cases; 
"the said Fagg demanded what he should have paid him for 
"that which was required and said that for five pounds his 
"waggon should go but not one penny llnder. To which 
"the said B':'owne answered him the said Fagg that there 
"should so much be paid as her majesty offered to her 
"loving subjects by her highness' said :etters patents, an 
" exemplification whereof the said Browne offered presently 
"to shew to the said Fagg, who very -contemptuously said 
" he neither cared for the said Browne nor for the said letters 
" patents; the said Browne desired the said Fagg not to 
"care for him and said that if her majesty out of her 
,. princely care should not provide that this munition should 
"be had (which was done with saving to her majesty and 
"ease to her highness' subjects) he the said Fagg and a 
"number more should scarcely sleep quietly in their beds_ 
., To which the said Fagg desired the said Browne to take 
"the said Fagg's answer and to take no care for him, for 
"he woulJ answer it and care for himself, and so went his 
"way and utterly disobeyed the said commission or letters 
"patent and the service omitted very ' arrogantly and con
" temptuously and to the ill example of others." 

Browne, then, on the 23rd of October; 1602, repaired to 
Anthony Deale, deputy to the i\Iayor of Faversham, and 
desired his assistance; but Deale refused, and charged Fagg 
-not to provide carriage, stating that without a letter of at
tendance from Dover Castle he would neither obey Her 
Majesty's Letters Patent, nor any. other commission. 

The bill thun states that the plaintiffs had appointed the 
said John Duke and Richard Hill for the same purpose in 
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the county of Sussex ; and. they thereupon acquainted the 
Constable of the Hundred of Buttingshill, near Lewes, with 
the effect of the patent and deputation, and required him to 
charge certain carts for carriage of wood out and from that 
Hundred, to Lewes, provided ready for the making of 
saltpetre; and the Constable thereupon charged John 
Beetch, Robert Chatfield, Richard West, Richard Beetch, 
George Lushmore, and John West, inhabitants of that 
Huhdred, and required them to carry, each according to 
his strength, wood for the service aforesaid unto the Town 
of Lewes, being four miles distant, takincr the remuneration 
provided by the letters patent, but they all refused to 
comply. 

'I'he plaintiffs in the month of September last had two 
tons of liquor fit for makinp; saltpetre, ready made at a place 
called Ferle, in Sussex, being four miles from Lewes; and 
D~ke a;nd Hill, the plaintiff's deputies, required Robert 
AlIs: HIgh Constable of the Hundred of Totnore to provide 
c~rnage for the same from Ferle to Lewes, where the plain
tIffs vessels for making saltpetre were; but he delayed from 
time to time until the liquor was quite spoiled, and finally 
refused to provide carriage: he -also in September gave 
?pen warning in the parish church of Ferle, to the parish
IOners, that none of them should serve the Queen's Majesty 
about the making of saltpetre, without special license of the 
Justices of the Peace of that county. 

The plaintiffs then, after statin!?; the inconvenience to the 
crown, an.d the damage suffered by themselves, pray, not 
only a wnt of subpcena against the said Fagg and Deale, 
John Beetch, Robert Chatfield, Richard West, Richard 
Beetch, George Lushmore, John , Vest, and Robert Alis ; 
but also that they may be punished and fined. (Bills and 
Answers in the Exchequer. Elizabeth, Kent. No. l Q6 A.) 

The before-mentioned patent and indenture of 7th Sep
tember, 41 Elizabeth, were vacated on 18th October, 2 
James I., by John Evelyn, Richard Hardinge, and Robcrt 
Evelyn, who on the same day obtained a fresh license for 
the term of twenty-one years, to make and work for salt
petre and gunpowder in England and Ireland for the Kina's 
use, and the defence of the kingdom. (Patent Roll, 2 Jam~s, 
Part 7, m. Q5.) 

By an indenture of the same date as this last patent, 
Evelyn, H ardinge, and Evelyn covenanted with the King to 
deliver every year into the store within the Tower of 
London one hundred and twenty lasts of good, perfect, and 
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serviceable corn-gunpowder, in the following manner :-Ten 
lasts monthly, one half to be calivel' corn-powder, and the 
other hn.lf cannon corn-powder, for which they were to 
receive eight pcnce per pound; and they were to mn.ke n.nd de
liver into the store any further qun.ntities of corn-gunpowder, if required for the King's service, one half caliver, and the 
other cannon-powder. For this additional powder they were 
to be paid ten-pence a pound; and the rest of the powder 
over and above the before mentioned quantities, they might 
sell to any person at ten-pence, and not above, or export 
the same. (Patent Roll, 2 J ames, Part 7, m. 20.) 

This patent wn.s revoked on the 17th December, 4 J ames r. 
(Patent Roll, 4 James, Part 24, m. 13. 

By letters patent, dated 24th January, 18 J ames r., (1621) 
after recit.ing that there was in the kingdom great quantity 
of the mine of saltpetre, "but by reason of the many abuses 
" of sundry inferior persons that have had the dealing in 
"making of saltpetre we have been so much troubled with 
"many and frequent complaints of the said abuses and mis
" demean ours that we had once determiued to make trial to 
"furnish our store from the parts beyond the seas howbeit 
" finding that the same cannot be performed wholly from "foreign parts without much inconveni'Jnce to our-self and our 
"kingdoms we have thought it expedient not to exclude the 
" importation of such provision from the parts beyend the "seas, and yet to continue the making thereof within our 
" said realms and dominions u'sing such vigilance and care 
" in the ordering and mn.naginp; thereof as mn.y best tend 
"to the reformation and repressing of those enormities and "abuses wherewith such inferior persons did most infest our . "loving subjects," the King granted to George 1'Ifarquis of 

. Buckingham, High Admiral of England, George Lord Carew, 
Master of the Ordnance, and Sir Lionel Cranfield, Knight, 
Master of the Court of vVards and liveries, license to make 
and work for saltpetre and gunpowder. (Patent Roll, lR J ames I, Part 4, No. 3.) 

16th January, 20 J ames was issued a proclamation which, 
after reciting that great inconvenience had arisen from the 
sale of defective and weak gunpowder, commanded that no 
persons make any gunpowder in England or Wales of any 
saltpetre but that made by warrant of his majesty's com
mission; and that no saltpetre man transport beyond the 
seas or sell any saltpetre but to the kin,g's powder-maker, 
and that no saltpetre Le bought of any but the king's powder
maker. Hewas to receive ten-pence per pound for gunpowder 
sold by him, and all gunpowder was to be proved and allowed 
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by the sworn proof-master, and marked by him, for which 
he would be paid the fee of six-pence the barrel. " '1'he 
"marks of the proof-master whereby the goodness of the 
Co powder may be understood if the barrel be marked with 
"three crowns on the stave heads it is of the best and 
"principal receipt of fine powder which is made' if with "t . . d ' wo crowns It IS new strong an good powder for great " ordnance and may serve for muskets also but if you find 
" the cask marked with OW and one crown then it is old 
"p wder new wrought yet strong good and fit for great 
"ordnance for one year's service at t.he least." (Patent Roll, 20 J ames 1., part J 6, No. 18 dOl·so.) 

. An indenture d2.ted the 29th July, 21 J ames I, between the 
kmg on the one part ancI 'l'homas Warricke, Esq., Peter Sparke, Gentleman, and Miclmcl'rownshencl and John Fells 
ofI,ondon, :Merchants, of the other part, recites that" whereas 
"the making of saltpetre within his majesty's realms ·and 
"dominions is a great safety and benefit to his majesty and 
" his subjects in geneml, for that it effecteth and assureth a 
" certain provision thereof for the furnishing of his majesty's "stores for the strengthening defence and benefit at all 
" times and from time to time of his majesty's said realms "and dominions, which so needful provisions in time of 
" necessity being to be had from foreign parts are not to be 
"obtained but at the pleas1,lre of other princes at unrea
"sonable rates and prices, and the same beinO" so obtained 
"may happen to be intercepted or by contra;y winds hin
" dered in time of need or utterly lost by shipwreck or such 
'; casua~ties on the seas and if no such hazard were yet the ' . same IS not usually to be had but for ready money to be 
"transported and paid for the same whereby the treasure 
" of his majesty's realms by transportation of the same 
"sho~ld be diminished and other ~orejgn kingdoms thereby 
" el1nched. And whereas, for mr-.kmg of the saltpetre which 
"hath been formerly and now is made in his majesty's said 
" realms ancI dominions, it hath been found a matter of mere 
" necessity to dig houses, cellars, vaults, stables, dovehouses, 
"and such like places, wherewith di.vers of his majesty's 
"subjects have found themselves grieved, and also for con
"veying the liquors, vessels, tubs, ashes, and other thinO"s 
"needful for that business and employment, from place to 
" place, sundry carts and c::l.lTiages have been used to be 
"taken, by which, although in a service of such importance 
" it is necessary to be done rather than the service should 
"suffer any let or hindrance, nevertheless the samp. hath 
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"occasioned many complaints, not only to the Justices of 
cc the Peace in most part of his maj esty's dominions, but 
" oftentime to his majesty and his privy counciL" And re
citing that the said Thomas Warwicke, Peter Sparke, Michael Townshend and John Fells had discovered a new way of making and refining saltpetre without digging up of houses, &c., and had undertaken to make suffic:ient without fetching 
any from abroad., 

" And that the said saltpetre so to be made should be as "good and perfect as any hath formerly been, and shall be " vented at cheaper and easier rates than formerly his majesty " or his loving subjects have paid for the same, which said " saltpetre :1S his majesty is informed is to be or may be made " of an artificial mixture or composition of chalk, all sorts of " limestone and lime, marl, divers minerals, and other nitrous "mines and other kind of ordinary earth, street dirt, or rubbish, "stable dung, emptying of vaults, the excrements of all living 
" creatures, their bodies putrified, all vegetables putrified, and "rotted, or the ashes of them, and these or any of these mixed "together in proportion as they may be most conveniently " had, and shall be found most useful in such places where " the said works shall be thought fit to be erected, which said " artificial mixture or composition of any or all the foresaid " ingredients is oftentimes moistened with urine of men and " beasts, petre, or nitrous wells, and springs, and all other " concrete juices and blood of all sorts as can be got ten, and " shall be fit and convenient for it, and divers times turned " and removed, by which means the mixture in time digesteth, "fermenteth, and ripeneth, from whence there is engendered "the seed or mine of saltpetre which afterwards is to be " extracted with common water, urine, the water of petre or "nitrous wells, and springs, and then either breathed away " in the sun or air, or stoved with a gentle heat or boiled with "a stronger fire with his proper additament of ashes, lime, "and such like for separating the common salt and other "mixtures naturally growing in the liquor, and afterwards , "refined into perfect saltpetre." 

The king then' granted to the paten tees licence to exercise their invention for the term of twenty-one years, and that they might set up houses for preparing the artificial earth, -&c. 'l'hey covenanted not to dig any houses, cellars, or 
other places, or to take, or carry away any earth, chalk, or limestone to be found in any commons or waste grounds, whereby any persons employed under his ID<1jesty's com-' 
mission of the 24th January, in the 18th year of his reign, 
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might be prevented from having such usual materials as 
theretofore had been accustomed to be used for making saltpetre; or do anything whereby the saltpetre works then in use should be hindered. 

They covenanted within one year to erect works sufficient to make the yearly quantity of one hundred and fifty tons of good, perfec t, refined, and serviceable saltpetre, and to keep the works in good repair for ma~ing the same yearly quantity during the rest of the term, and so long after as the king should require. They were to deliver into the king's storehouse, at the rate of fifty-five shillings per cwt., twelve tons and a half of saltpetre every month, and any further quantities required, but not exceeding in the whole five hundred tons a year. (Close Roll, 22 J ames 1, part QO, No. 3.) 
December Q6th, 22 J ames 1., (lGQ4), was issued a procla

mation, commanding that no dovehouses or cellars be paved, except that part of the cellars where the wine and beer is laid, in order that the growth of saltpetre might not be , obstructed. (Patent Roll, 22 J ames 1., part 4, No . 9 dorso.) 
By an Indenture dated 1st July, 22 James L, (1624), George, Duke of Buckingham, Lord High Admiral; George, Lord Carew, :M:a~ter of the Ordnance; and Sir Richard Weston, Knight, Chancellor of the Exchequer, on the king's behalf, covenanted with John Evelyn, the younger, of God

stone, county of Surrey, Esquire, that he should for three years, from the 1st day of April last, have the sole working and .converting into gunpowder all saltpetre obtained within England by virtue of any royal commission to be granted. 
Evelyn then covenanted to provide a storehouse in South

wark for receiving and storing all such saltpetre as should be made, and also, that he would receive all the saltpetre which the saltpetre men should make, paying them £3 3s. 4d. for every hundred weight. This Saltpetre, he was to double 
refine and convert into gunpowder, of which he was to deliver 
yearly into the royal store, in the Tower of London, two hundred and forty lasts, every last to contain twenty-four barrels, and every barrel one hundred pounds, at eight pence 
half-penny per pound; in consideration that he would be 
at great expense in erecting new mills for carrying on this manufacture, the sum of £QOOO was delivered to him by way 
of imprest, to be kept by him for three years. 

From this period many of the saltpetre commissions are to be found in Rymer's Fmdera, together with proclamations 
on the same subject; it will therefore be sufficient to notice 
those which have not been printed by him. 
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By an indenture dated . ~6th April, ~ Charles 1. (162G) 
made between the King on the one part, and Sir John Drooke, 
Knight, and Thomas Russell, Esq., of the other part, after 
reciting that there was never yet made since the first 
making of saltpetre in this kingdom, being about the bcgin
ning of the reign of Quceil Elizabeth, a third plut of the 
saltpetre required for the service of the kingdom; but the 
King as well as his subjects were forced to procure the same 
from Darbary, France, Poland, Hamburgh, and other places, 
in Germany; and that Bro<?ke and Russell had discovered 
3; new invention of making saltpetre, whereby the King 
should have whatever quan tity was required; the King 
granted to them license to exercise this invention for the 
term of twenty-one years_ They were to make three hundred 
tons of saltpetre yearly, during the term, and so long after 
as the King should require; and not to sell saltpetre to any 
person until the three hundred tons were delivered into the 
store in the Tower. They were to be paid £3 3s. 4d. for 
every hundred weight; and if at any time during the term 
they should erect any more works than should be sufficient 
for making the yearly quantity of three hundred tons, they 
might sell the overplus to · any of the King's subjects, on 
paying to the King for every ton so sold, double the usual 
cu~t.om for importing Ealtpetre. (Patent Roll, 2 Charles I., 
Part 17. No. 17.) 

The East India Company had imported great quantities 
of saltpetre, and had erected gunpowder mills in the county 
of Surrey; but being in an inconvenient situation, they 
were pulled down by the King's direction. The Company 
then petitioned for leave to erect mills in the counties pf 
Surrey, Kent, and Sussex, or any or either of them, and 
accordingly by letters patent dated the 17th August, 
2 Charles 1. (1626) they were empowered to do so, and also 
to convert into powder all such saltpetre as· should be im
ported by them fromforeigll parts, and to employ the same 
powdel'to their own use, or to the use of any of the King's 
subjects. (Patent Roll, 2 ctw,rles I., Part 21, No. 31.) 

~8th April, 5 Charles 1. (1629) the King granted to 
Richard Lord Weston, High Treasurer of England, and others, 
commission to work for saltpetre. (Patent Eoll, 5 Charles I., 
Part 8, No. 7 dorso), and on the 18th April, 10 Charles 1. 
(J 634) a similar commission was granted to Hichal'd Earl of 
Portland, and others. (Patent Roll, 10 Charles I, Part 9, 
No. 2, dorso.) 

~ 
I 
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,By a commissi?n dated 8th March, 12 Charles I., (1637) 
directed to the Blshop of London and others, after recitill rr 
that the king was minded to sell all such gunpowder a~ 
should not be required for the royal service ; and that a 
contract was lately made on the kinrr's behalf with Samuel 
COl'dwell and John Collins, for the sole worki~rr and makinO' 
~nto gunpowder .of all saltpetre, either made i":t England o~ 
Imported, bywhlCh they were bound for the term of thirteen 
years to deliver (l,ll the gunpowder they should make into 
the king's store at 7 ~d. per pound; power was granted to 
the Commissioners to issue such quantities of gunpowder 
from the king's store, for sale to any person as they should 
think fit at the price of one shilling and six-pence the pound. 
(Patent R~1l,.12 Charles I., part 2. No. 19 dorso.) 
~ .commlssIOn .dated 25th Apri!, 13 Charles 1., (1637), after 

recltmg that gnevances had ansen from the promiscuous 
sale of gunpowder, Mount joy, Earl of Newport, and others, 

. - were authonsed to make choice of and license persons, who 
were desirous of buying and receiving gunpowder from any 
of the royal magazines, and retailing the same to other 
persons. No others, but licensed persons were to buy or 
sell gunpowder by retail; and no gunpowder was to be sold 
but that bought out of the royal stores. The prices to be 
the same as provided by the proclamation of 20th February 
last. One hundred a,nd fifty lasts were always to be retained 
in the royal magazines for the s.ervice of the country, (Patent 
Roll, 13 Charles 1., part 30, No. 7 dorso.) 

7th June following, wa~ granted another commission to 
the Bishop of London and others, giving them license to dirr 
for saltpetre, and to make the same into gunpowder for th~ 
king's service, with powers similar to those contained in the 
commission of 18th April, 10 Charles J. (Patent Roll, 18 
Charles I., part 30, No. 3 dorso.) 
. By letters patent, dated 6th November, 13 Charles 1. 
(1637), after reciting the Indenture of 1st July, 22 hmes!.,* 
and also, that John Evelyn, as well by one former Inden
ture dated the 21st April, 19 James I., as also since the said 
three years expired in the first recited Indenture had 
entered into several other contracts with others, o~ the 
king's behalf, for the making and delivering of gunpowder 
~~to ,the ~oyal stores, ." in all which we have. received good 

satisfactIOn of the faithful and honest deallllg of the said 
" John Evelyn i" he Was discharged of the £2000 ill cOllsider-

'* Vide ante. 
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ation of his having released the king of £989 owing for 
gunpowder. (Patent Roll, 13 Charles 1., part 17, No. 5.) 

17th March, 16 Charles Il, (1663,) was issued a proclama
tion prohibiting the exportation of saltpetre for three months 

15th June, 18 Charles n., (1666,) a commission was 
granted to John Lord Berkeley, Baron of Stratton; and 
Sir John Duncombe, Knight; Thomas Chicheley, Esquire 
commissioners for the execution of the office of ordnance: 
William Legg, Lieutenant. of the ordnance; John Evelyn: 
of Deptford Strond, EsqUlre; Edward Sherborne, Esquire, 
clerk of the ordnance; a.nd Jonas Moore, Esquire, to dig and 
work for saltpetre, and make the same into gunpowder for 
the king's service; and this commission was published by a 
proclamation, dated 16th July followin cr, which commanded 
all mayors, bailiffs, cOllstables, and others to aid in its 
execution. (Patent Roll, 18 Charles n., part 4, No. 6; and 
part 5, No. 3 dOl·so.) 

22nd July, 16139, was issued another proclamation prohibit
ing the ex.portation of saltpetre. 
. By letters patent dated 29th October, 1692 after reciting 
that vVilliam Tindall and Thomas Cox, Esqs:, on behalf of 
themselves and others, had represented that they had. dis
covered new ways of making saltj)etre in great quantities 
and had besought the king to incorporate them to carry o~ 
their invention, granted that "our trusty and well beloved 
"subjects, Richard Earl of Belmont in our kingdom . of 
"Ireland, Peregrine Bert.ie, Phillip Bertie Esqs., sons of our 
"right trusty and right well beloved cousin and councillor 
" Robert Earl of Lindsey, Sir John IIuband, Baronet, Sir 
"Nicholas Pelham, Sir John Bucknall, Knights, William 
." Gulston, William Tindall, Thomas Cox, Rupert Brown, 
" Richard Dayrell, William Barnesby, J ·ohn Hoskyns, Esqs., 
" John Seger Widenfelt, Charles Cox, Thomas Malyn, John 
"Sherman, Patrick Gordon, Samuel Antrim, J onathan Smith, 
"Gentlemen, Thomas Dawson, amI James West Merchants 
"and all such others as shall hereafter be admitted and 
"made free of the company herein~after mentioned, shall for 
"ever hereafter be and be called one body corpor3.te and 
"politic, in deed, and in name, by the nan:-~ of the Governor 
" and company for making and refining of saltpetre within the 
"kingdoms of England and Ireland and the dominions 
"th~reunto belonging we do by these presents, for us, our 
" helrs and successors make, erect, ordain, establish, consti
.:: tute .and declare, one body corporate, and politic, in deed, 

and m name, to have continuance for ever." 
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They were to sell and deliver into the office of the ord

nance, tW? l:undred tons of the best white saltpetre, duly 
refined, wIthm one year after the date of the patent, and in 
every year afterwards, such quantities not exceedin cr one 
thousand tons in a~y one year, as should be required by the 
?rdnance at the pn?e of £70 a ton, in case it bore that price 
m the market, and If not, then at the market price. 
~hey were also to pay yearly, during the continuance of 

thelr g~'ant to the Treasurer of the Navy, £1000 towards 
the relIef a?-d main~enance of maimed, aged, and decayed 
seamen, untIl a hospltal should be built for them' after the 
erection of which, the money would go towards tile support 
of the hospital. . . 

I~ is rat~er remark:Jbl~, that no~withstanding the impor
tance of t~llS cha~te.r of lllcorporatlOn, I have not met with 
any mentIOn of It m any of the works on the subj ect of 
gunpowder; nor do I know when this company was dis
solve~, or the cl~arter ~urrendered ; it is not in existence now. 

It IS not my lIltentlOn, at the present, to trace this subject 
further; the documents which I have cited will I think 
decidedly prove that the manufacture of gunpowder in thi~ 
country, on any large scale, commenced as we have seen in 
the reign of Elizabeth; a point which has often been m~de 
t~e subject of discussion, but which I trust my investicration 
WIll set at rest. 0 

s. STRAli:ER, Printer, 80, Bitihopsgatc With iu. 
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