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E.R.D.E. BANGS 
CRACKING 

GREENHOUSES 
E X PLOSIONS comin g 

from the Ministry 
of Technology's Ex
plosives Research and 
Development Establish
ment a t Wa llham Abbey 
are worrying a local 
nursery. 

In a lett e r to the council, the 
nur~e r y- R. P. Gr ccna ll and 
Co ., o f Avey Lane- say : " Wc 
a re most concerned a t the 
powe rful nnd Ir cquent na tur e of 
the cx pl o~ ion , being ca rr icd 
out a t the E. R.D. E. establish
menl." 

The leller cla ims tha t the 
bangs arc having .. a notice
a ble eA'ect on our glasshouse 
structures, and we haVe many 
cases of slipping and cracking 
glass caused by the vibration of 
these explosio ns . 

.. If continued on the present 
sca le thi s would have a serious 
etrect on our nursery in par
ti cula r, and J am sure, on the 
nursery industry in gcnera!." 

Call a halt 
R . P . G rcenall want to call 

a ha lt to a ll further te, ts a t 
E .R.D. E. unl il a "careful and 
Ihorough invesligalion" has 
been made , a nd asks [or coun
cil SUppOl1. 

But Mr. Peter Rile y, ..:hief 
public hc,\lth inspeclor, told 
Ihe public hca lth commill ee a t 
the town ha ll o n Tuesday night 
tha t the counc il had no powcrs 
to la ke a ny action againM the 
ministry esta blishment. 

Even if it had, he sa id, he 
would advi~ no aClion. 

But C ounl y (" ouncillor Mrs. 
E. M. Tuck called the explo
sions at E.R .D.E. .. plOper 
wa llops." 

Unnerving 
Councillor Mrs. M . Bird sa id, 

.. T he ex plosio ns will make the 
G rea le r Lo nd on Council pcople 
Jump a bClul a bit unt il Ih ~y get 
uscd to it!" 

Following a suggestion from 
'ounc illor M ichael Da vies, Ihe 
lmmittee ag recd 10 wr ite to 
e nu rsery cxpr e"ing "sym

a th y with il s p r oblcrn'> ." It 
, 0 agrced to ask LR .D.E. if 

t wuld kcc p the explosio ns to 
,\ nll1llmunl . 

A spok esman for E. R. D.E . 
sa id Ihis week thal test tir ings 
we re car ried out at •. infre
quent in lerva ls." but most were 
nOI loud enough to be hea rd. 

" Previous compla inl s have 
been un fo unded ,"' he 6a id . 
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