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i Nev,:c:~s ~s;,-eJ ~::~ ?v1inister of 
T -::~hnology (1) w]~at rc~carch p~0j:::ctS a re 
being under,<;:-:en at 1'le Explo,,;v.:;s Re­
search ane Dcvc;!0pinent Esbblish.:-,cnt at 
W:lltlwn: Abbey which IYl:ly • :lve non­
milit::.ry applications; 

(2) wha steDs he has aLen to induce 
industriali~ts t'o take advantage of re­
se:::rch carried out at the Explo~ive~ Re­
search and Development Establishment 
at Waltlwm Abbey for non-military pur­
pose~. 

~,~r. 2G(yJ~~': The Explosives Research 
a.d Development E~tablishmcnt is pri ­
marily concen:ed with de;'ence re,;carch , 
but some :lSpccts cf its work, es;:;cc:al!y 
on non-n.etullic materials, h ve civil 
:)otential. EX:ln~Dles :l e : fibrc -rein ­
iorccd cvmpo~it<~ mater:"b, stLdies aimed 
at improvin:; t:~e durability of rubbers 
ar.d p:<l~tics, ~lnd research of sealants and 
adhesives. 

Wor:( of civil i;1~er.::st has been publi ­
cised 0 industry in a variety of ways 
including tbe is~ue of a booklet detail­
i:1g the activities and facilities of the 
Establishment, the aooointment of an 
indu~ti"ial liaison officer to act 3S a link 
with ind 15try, and participation in the 
Interlab sc~cmc . Reports are provided 
to the Reports Centre of the National 
Lending Libr~ ry and about 40 papers a 
yc::r on various aspects of the Establish­
mem's wo/- are published in scientific 
and te'2hnical journals. E.R.D.E. re­
cently welcomed representatives from 
industry to its Open Day. 
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