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Gunpowder Explosion near Waltham 

We give on the first page an Engraving of the scene of the 
terrible explosion at the Government gunpowder-works, WaIt ham 
Abbey, which took place on Mond~ week. Some men were clearing 
a "nest of mills", and one of them, using a wooden handspike, 
saw the powder flash, and remembered nothing further until he 
found himself being extricated from a stream of water where he 
had thrown himself to extinguish his burning clothes. Several 
other explosions followed. One unfortunate man named 
Samson \~oodham, who was found lying on the long grass in front 
of the mill, his clothes in a mass of flame, died on Thursd~ 
week. Three other poor fellows, John Rule, William Argent, 
and William Burgess, are badly burnt. After the first explos­
ion the flame seems to have penetrated into the three adjoining 
mills, for scarcely a moment elapsed between the subsequent 
explosions. The effect of each was most destructive. The 
iron roofs and sides of the buildings were blown in all directions, 
and large pieces were found, many yards off, forced deep into the 
ground. Last Saturd~ afternoon an inquest was held on the 
body of Woodham, when evidence was taken to considerable length. 
The following verdict was returned by the jury:- "We find that 
the deceased met with his death from an explosion of gunpowder, 
at the works at Waltham Abbey, caused by not using the hide 
leathers provided for their use in removing the runners, and 
the jury would recommend that the foreman be instructed to see 
that the leathers are used by the men; and a~ other precautionary 
measure be adopted that the authorities may deem fit." 
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