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The first documentary evidence connecting 

WAL THAM ABBEY and GUNPOWDER 

1561 

A letter to JOHN TAMWORTH of Waltham Abbey 

from Marco Antonio Erizzo 

concerning the supply of gunpowder ingredients 













Most great and honoured Lord, 

Being desirous of seeing the conclusion of my proposition and not 

knowing whether you have returned I am compelled to send you this bearer, 

not being able without great trouble to come myself, to inform you of what 

has happened. You should therefore know that the day after your audience I 

went as ordered to present the letter to Mr. Brunfil and then to speak with 

the Lord Secretary who, as soon as he had the information from Mr. Brunfil, 

sent for me and gave me the schedule which Mr. Brunfil had given to him and 

said that if I was willing to be satisfied with the prices given in the schedule 

he would not fail to bring forward the matter to Her Majesty and have it 

immediately settled; he told me to consider it and then give him my views 

on that schedule, which is here enclosed, so that your Lordship may see the 

difference between my offer and that which he would like, which, though small to 

Her Majesty, is a great deal to me, assuring you, my Lord, that the offer of 

service which I have made no man can serve at a lower price who wishes 

to serve ~ell as I do; and this I have done for two reasons, as I told you 

orally; one being that I have the desire and need to return to my country, 

the other being to finish the jewel which has been made especially for this 

Kingdom, as I should not wish in any way for my honour and integrity to have 

to worry anyone or gnaw my own mind over a matter of such small importance. 

With regard to that jewel the Lord Secretary said that he wished to mull it 

over, so that he left me with my mind greatly confused, because if I had known 

that this jewel was not to be included in the agreement I should not have 

offered to supply Her Majesty at such a low price, and although the desire 

which I have to return to my country makes me content to lose something, I 

should not like to put my situation bluntly to you. I do not wish to believe 

that Her Majesty nor even the Lord Secretary desires my ruin, but in order for 

it to be known that I wish to settle the matter reasonably, since the Lord 

Secretary does not want anyone to speak about the price of the jewel, I am 
'--

satisfied that it should be put into the hands of someone whom Her Majesty 

wishes to safeguard it; for the fourth part of the money which I ask for, 

for that amount of my price the twenty thousand pieces of timber for making 



bows, the six thousand strong bows and the two thousand one hundred 

pounds of sulphur, which does not amount to more than £1141, and for fulfil

ment of the arrangement, until I have delivered half of the above amounts 

of su~phur and bows in the manner offered earlier, because in fact I desire 

very much to make this agreement without being obliged t~ anyone who promised me 

the most, since the amount is so small that it would seem that Her Majesty has so 

little faith in me; and then let that jewel be considered by two free and 

unprejudiced men, one chosen by Her Majesty or one of her Ministers and the 

other my myself or my lawyer, and if the two do not agree, let them have 

authority to choose a third man, and let that which the three, or two of them, 

agree be put into effect. Since I ought to be paid for that jewel as declared . 

in my offer, let me also either immediately be given the assignment, or else 

allow me to receive the tin and lead foil, putting as security that sum which is 

received and adding the consignment of bows and sulphur, or let me be given a 

guarantee in the Records Office of the manner in which I can obtain such an 

amount of goods with a rebate, such as foreigners pay, or give me ready money; 

with regard to the saltpetre I certainly have no authority to set a lower price 

than £3 10s per hundred pounds, hence I do not ask anything at present, except 

when I promise, or cause a firm promise to be made, to supply it, the quarter 

of which I shall give as security until it is despatched in accordance with 

the time which we shall agree and for the amount because it has not yet been 

declared. Thus, my Lord, I declare to you in confidence my wish that you 

should recollect what has passed between us in this agreement. I beg and suppli

cate you in your mercy that, since I cannot so soon return to Court, you should 

be so kind as to write to the Lord Secretary and desire him to be so good as 

to be favourable to the hastening of this business, so that moreover I shall be 

permanently obliged to you and to him and that you will be satisfied with my 

matter; and with this, in order not to give you any more trouble, I shall end 

for now, wishing all prosperity to you and especially to Her Majesty and to 

all her Kingdom. 

March 1561 

Your devoted servant, 

Marco Antonio Erizzo 

in London. 


