


Notes 'on the Birds. of _ ERDE(N.orth. Si-tB) 

by T.J.Lewis 

Introcluction ,. __ '- _0 " . - _ _ _ 

For such a small area the bird .... life of ERDE is exceptione.lly diverse. 
This is due to the severa.l types of habitat which are present. These 
include the following~ 

(a) The s.lder-woods. Three main areas attract large nu~bers of finches 
in winter, including siskin, goldfinch, redpoll and bra~bling. Like 
all winter visitors, numbers are very variable. In some years several 
hundred siskins may be present, in other years only about 30. 
Blackcaps, garclen warblers 5 breed. 

(b) New Hill. Hany acres of uncut heathland.. Linnets, reed buntings 
and yellowhammers are amongst the breeding species. 

(c) The waterways. Kingfishers occasionally breed, and are fairly 
frequent throughout the rest of the year. Herons are common. Sedge 
and reed warblers nest. lIany mallard and teal in winter and the 
occasional grey wagtail. 

(d) The flooded gravel pits. These come right to the establishment edge 
on the north and west sides "md may be observed from wi thin the 
boundary fence. Great crested grebe and tufted duck breed. In '\'linter 
pochard, ga.dwall, shoveler and occE>.cionally wigeon are present. 

(e) Water meadows, inside and outside the establishment. Redwing, fieldfar 
snipe and meadow pipit in winter. Yellow wagtail in summer. 

(f) Ploughed agricultural land on HE side. Reclshanlcs nest. 

Systematic observations have been m2,o.e since 1964. Much credit must to 
to Paul Allen, e..n expert orni tholo:sist, who was with us until the SUtll'TIer of 
1966. Since then a small group inclL~di r..g Dave Ashen , David Debenham, Kim 
Henshaw and the allthor ha.ve kept up the observations. These have been 
restricted. to lunch-times only, which accounts for the paucity of owl recorC: .. 
Any observations from those who are arot:_~1cl the _ establishment at nicht vlould 
be very welcome. Surprising omiseions include the lesser whitethroat? 
common redstart and nuthatch. 

The ERDE list now stands c.t 98 speo -: ies of which about 58 have nested? 
at least on occasion. Birds s een in tho immediate neighbourhood of ERDE 
(about t mile) are includ.ect, ano. this e'::'Jompasses the north side and \"lest 
side gravel pits. The arrangement of the list follows the rletmore order of 
claSSification, which h2.s novi come into general acceptance. This follows a 
sequence of evolutionary development, from the primitive e;rebes to the 
advanced passerines. 



Classified list 

Great Crested Grebe (Po&iceps cristatus) COQ~on on Bravel pits around 
establish..~ent ? c.ncl occCl.sionally seen on rivers inside boundary fence. 
At least 6 breeding pairs in i!llii1edic.te vicinity (1969). 

Little Grebe (Porticeps ruficollis) Occasionally seen in winter. :No evidence 
of nesting 1 but the thickness of net'ClGs along rivers in suntlner could 
cause the species to be overlooked. 

Grey Hero~ (i'!.rclea cinerea) Co:mnon along the watervJaYs. 
someti~es seen together in the more remote parts • 

. are fro:n the' ~)althc.mstovl heronry. 

Mute Swan (Cygnus 0101') Generally one nesting pair. 

As ~ilany as 1 5 
Host birds presu!nably 

Canadian Goose (B:u::nta Can2.densis) A pair appeared on the N.Side gravel pit 
in May 1968. They were ~ae~e unwelcome by the resident mute s,Ian and 
did not stay long. 

Mallard. (Anas platyrhynchos) PrObably 3 or 4 nesting pairs. Flocks of up to 
50 on remo ", waterways in winter. 

Teal (AnaG crecca) Flocks of about 15 often present on remote waterways in 
winter. 

Gadwall (1':.nas strepera) 3 wintered on growel ri t on west side of 
establish:'11ent (1 ?68-9) 

Vligeon (Anas penelope) A..YJ. occasion21 winter visitor to surrounding pits. 

Shoveler (Spatula clypeata) II1:ost often seen on 1rlest side pit as a pe.ssaGe 
migrant in Lfarch. 

Tufted Duck (Aythya fLJ.ligula) Corumon nesting species in surrounding pits. 
Numbers increase in winter, a.nd a few birds are generally to be seen 
inside the establishment, 

Pochard (J\.yiJ.hJ7 a ferina) Present in winter in considerable nU~ilbers on the 
west side pit. Arrives from the end of August. 

Smew (hle~gus albellus) 3 females seen in establishment during the winter of 
196475. 

Buzzard (Buteo buteo) 3 birds seen wheeling over the North ':!ooels? November 
1966. Single bird seen on H8.rch 16!1 1961. 
(Birds seen in the Eastern Counties during winter are generally e~DigraJ:; J· · 
from the continent. These birds could possibly have been Rough Legged 
Buzzards) 

Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) Bird seen proceeding northwards about 80ft above 
the western bouncla.ry river at about 12.L~5 p.m. May 31? 1965. 
Individual birds are occasionally seen in the Lec. valley on spring 
migration, 2.nc1 one has been 1"..nown to pass several days at a local pit. 

Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus) Often see11 5 particularly in winter ? but no 
evidence of nesting inside establishment. 

Red-legged partridge (Alectoris rufa) A few nesting pairs. 

PartricLGe (Perdix perdix) One or two breeding in ~;ew Hill area. 

j Phea.sant 
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Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus) Cnmmon in many. ,areas. Both the ril'lC-neckedwr" 
Old English varieties are present. ~1elanistic mutant seen on New Hill on 
September 12, 1969. 

Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus) Very common along waterways. 

Coot (Fulica atra) Very com!!lon on surrounding pits, and has bred inside 
establishment. 

Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) Nests in fields near establishment. NQmbers 
much increased in autumn and winter. 

Snipe (Gallinago gallinago) Often seen in winter3 generally on !!leadows near 
water just outside boundary fence. 

Woodcock (Scolopax rusticola) Generally a few birds winter in the North Wooe:. , 
and other similar areas, but not very easy to find. 

Green Sandpiper (Tringa ochropus) A regular passage migrant in the Lea Vallo' 
but only one record inside ERDE. One was flushed from the western 
boundary river on March 5, 1968 3 and characteristically towered to about 
200 ft. 

Common Sandpiper (Tringa hypoleucos) Occasional passage migrant, April and 
September, generally in the neighbourhood of the weir. 

Redshank (Tringa totanus) Nests in fields adjacent to establish!!lent. Only 
present during actual breeding period (early spring L after which 
dispersal occurs. 

Great Black-backed Gull (Larus m~rinus) In winter over 100,000 gulls of thiE 
and the following species aro said to roost on the reservoirs of the 
Lea Valley. Any might be seen at ERDE or, more likely, 011 neighbouring 
meadows. The great black-back has b c::: en seen several times but is not 
com.mon. (Perhaps 50 is about the average winter popUlation of the Vall e 

Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus fUGcus) After the black-headed gull, this j ~' 
the most COI:1.'110n gull in the Lea Valley (Perhaps 10,000 birds) Both the 
British r8ce (Larus fuscus graellsii) and the darker-back8d Scandinavir' 
race (Larus fuscus fuscus) are present. 

Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) Although the commonest gull around our coa r 

it is not particularly common in the Lea Valley (Perhaps 500-1000 birds : 

Common Gull (Larus canus) Seen about as often as tho Herring Gull. The 
Valley winter popUlation is probably about tho same as this species. 

Black-headed Gull (Larus ridibundus) The co~monest gull by far. Begins to 
arrive in early July, the vast !!lajority coming from Scandinavia. 

Common Torn (Storna hirundo) For the past two years (1968/9) a pair have 
nested on an isla.nd on tho pit im!!lediatoly north of the establishm(mt. 
Breeding did not appear to be successful, and Gach Y8ar tho birds have 
boen present only during May. 

Stock Dove (COIU~!lba oonas) Occasionally noticed, but generally overlooked, 
being taken for a "Blue Chock8r" typo domestic bird. 

Woodpigeon (Columba Palu~bus) A common nesting specis s. 

Domestic Pigeon. VaTious types aTO feral in the establishment and breed i .r 
roofs of buildings etc. 

/Turtle Dove 



Turtle Dove (Streptopelia turtur) A summer visitor seen with r easonable 
frequency, and ~ight possibly nest i ns i de the establishment. 

Collared Dove (Steptopelia decocto) Only 'occasionally seen, an~ not thought 
to be a nesting species. 

Cuckoo (Cuculus Canorus) Present throughout SUJR~er in the wooded areas. 

Barn Owl (Tyto alba) For several years (1965-7) a single bird roosted 
beneath a derelict building in the North Hoods. This building has now 
been demolished, and al t hough old pellets have been f ound in another 
building there is no evidence t hat t he bird is still in the establishment , 

T' ':ny Owl (Strix aluco) Oniy one visue.l r ecord, and no information on night 
calls. Pellets se . . etimes found which are probably those of the Tawny. 

Swift (Apus apus) Common throughout es t ablishment 5 but it is not knol'Jl1 to 
nest within the boundary fence. ArI'ives l ate April. 

Kingfisher Ulcedo otthis) Fairly cp:!non out side the "breeding season, and 
occasione.lly nests. The last observed nesting attempt (unsuccessful due 
to collapsed bank) was in April 1966 5 but successful nesting in 1969 was 
almost certain. A fa!nily fished on t he Hest river below the weir 

. throughout the second half of AUGust. 

Great Spotted Uoodpecker (Dendrocopos major) Seen fairly frequently , and 
there is probably a breeding pair. 

Lesser Spotted \:loi;x1.pecker (Dendroco:pos !ni noI') One record only, Jan.135 1966. 
Seen dru:nming on tree in North noods. 

Skylark (Alauda arvensis) CO!!1!Ilon in neighbourhood and a nesting species on 
New Hill. 

Swallow (Ilirundo rus t ica ) A CO;Jmon nestinG s pecies from mid-April onYJards. 

House nfartin (Delichon urbica) A co:nmon nesting species. From mid-April. 

Sand l-iartin (Riparia riparia) La.r ge numbers nest along the river banks. 
Particularly spectC',cula.r are the pre-~i(;ration gatherinGS in mid­
August at certain well-defined points in the establishment, up to 1000 
birds being present vJi thin a very s ~l1a ll area. Numbers are considerably 
down in 1969, probably due to strong northerly vlinds throughout LIarch. 
Acrives last week in M2.rch-firs t week in April. 

Carrion crow (Corvus corone corone) Several pairs nest in the establis~~ent. 

Rook (Corvus frugilegus) Common in establishment , but there is no rookery. 

Jc.ckcTc"tw (Corvus ~11 .nedula) Hore COl~~on in winter, but probably e, few nest. 

Magpie (1'icC'. pica) Frequently seen, but not t hOUGht to nest. 

Jay (Garrulus glandarius) One or -Cwo nesting pairs. 

Great Tit (Parus :najor) Co:nmon throLlGhout establishment .• 

Blue Tit (Parus caerulius) Con;~_lon t hroughout establishment. 

Coal Tit (ParLJ.s ater) A few nest? but i s much less co:nmon than the t wo 
following species. R& ther more fr equent in winter. 

/ HCl.rsh Tit 
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Marsh Tit (Parus palustris) Co~~on throughout establishment. 

l!ri 11 ow Tit (Parus mont anus ) Com:non 5 but very difficult to distlriguish from 
the marsh tit. 

Long-tai led Tit. (Aegi thalos calJ.datus) A few nestine pairs. Puties of 20 
or more are common in winter. 

Treecreeper (Certhia familiaris) Quite co~monj but a difficult bird to 
estimate numbers. 

y:Tren (Troylodytes troglodytes) Common throughout establishment. 

Mistle Thrush (Turdus visciverus) Probably two or three nesting pairs. 

FieldSare (Turdus pilaris) Winter visitor. Sometimes seen inside the 
boundary but more frequently on adja,cent meadows. 

Song Thrush (Turdus philomelos) Common throughout establishment. 

Redwing (Turdus iliacus) CO::mlon winter vis.i tor. Can generally be seen 
from October to March on t he Long Walk meadow. The numbers see!ll to 
fluctuate rather less from year to year than those of other winter 
visitors, such as siskin and redpoll. 

Blackbird. (Turdus merula) C02IDlon throughout establishment. 

Wheatear (Oenanthe oenanthe) Rare passage migrant. One record only, Sept 
r 12, 1968 j on New Hill. 

Vihinchat (Saxicola rLlbetra) Passage migrant. First noted on Sept.5, 1969 and 
then on Sept.11, 1969 on New Hill (single fe!llale). Probably overlooked L_ 
the past. 

Nightingale (Luscinia megarhynchos) Does not nest j but one was heard singing 
on t wo consecutive lunchtimes in 1968 in the North Woods. 

Robin (Crithacus rubecula) Common throughout establis~~ent, 

Reed Warbler (Acrocephalus scirpaceus) Generally one or two nesting pairs. 
Arrives mid-April. 

Sedge Warbler (Acrocepalus schoenobaenus) CO!l1'!lon along waterways. Generally 
about a dozen nesting pairs. Arrives mid-April. 

Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla) Co:nmon in wooded areas. About 12 nesting pairs. 
Generally ar~ives mid-April. 

Garden \-iarbler (Sylvia borin) One or t wo nesting pairs in North ~7oods. 
Mid-April. 

Whitethroat (Sylvia communis) Co~mon nesting species (New Hill and other op€v 
areas) Arrives mid-April. 

Vfi11 OV1 narbler (Phylloscopus trochilus) Very co:nmon in both wooded and open 
areas. Generally arrives la.te 11arch or early April. 

Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus collybita) Several nesting pairs in the wooded areaf 
Invariably the first summer visior to arrive, generally mid-~1arch. 
(Harch 16, 19661 Idarcll 16, 1967, Harch 25, 1968 ~ April 2, 1969) 

Gol.dcrest (Regulus regulus) Generally a few bircls (half a dozen or so) PresE 
in winter. Alder woods. 

/Spotted 
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Spotted Flycatcher (Huscicapa striata) COWlon SLJ.mmer visitor'l but late 
arrival (Hay ) prevents any estimate of numbers. 

Hedge Sparrow (Prunella modularis) Common throughout establishment. 

Meadow Pipit (Anthus pratensis) So~netimes seen in winter on Long Vlalk 
meadow v/hen in partial flood. 

Pied Wagtail (Motacill a alba) Common breeding species, generally close to 
buildings. 

Grey Vfagtail (liotacilla cinerea) One or two birds generally present in 
winter in neighbourhood of weir. 

Yellow v'fagtail (Hotacilla flava) l\ few nesting pairs along boundary rivers. 
Arrives late April-early May. 

Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) Co~n.'non throughout es tablishment. 

Greenfinch (Chloris chloris) Common nesting species. 

Goldfinch (Carduelis carduelis) Common nesting species. In summer main~y on 
New Hill and other open places. In winter the nlL'llbers are :::;reatly 
increased by i:n:;:i grants from the Continent; and huge llt-\mbers are SO:11e­
times present in the vJOodec1 areas, vJhere they feed on the seeds of the 
alder. As with '.nost winter visitors 7 there are -large year to year 
fluctuations. Es timated North Site winter population~- 1966/7) ·120 ~ 
1967/8, 350~ 1968/9, 50. 

Siskin (Carduelis spinus) The bird for which ERDE is orni thologically fa!nous 
During most vlinters the alder trees attrcl,ct flocks which are probably th 
largest in the country, although, as the following figures s h ow; numbers 
are very variable. north Site only ? 8st i matedwinter populationg-
1964/55 220~ 1965/6, 3509 1966/7 ~ 100~ 1967/8, 30~ 1968/9, 30. The bird 
generally arrive late, December, sometimes January, but may not clepart 
until early April. 

Linnet (Ca,rduelis cannabina) 
New Hill area. 

A co':nmon nesting species 5 particularly in the 
I 

Redpoll (Carc1uelis flammea) Present only in winter~ in association with 
siskins. Estimated North Site population 1965/6, 50~ 1966/7, 40) 1967/8 , 
10 ~ 1968/9 ? 10. 

Bullfinch (Pyrrhula pyrrhula) Severa,l breeding pairs. Viinter population abOl' 
20 birds. 

Chaffinch (Fringilla coelebs) Com:non nesting species. Variably increased by 
winter visitors. North Site population (winter) 6- 1966/7 5 30~ 1967/8, 
100~ 1968/9, 20. 

Brambling (Fringilla montifringilla) Irregulcr winte r visitor. The l a r gest 
irruption was in February 1968; I"!hen about 15 birds were present in the 
North fioods throughout the month. . 

Yellowham.rner (Emberiza citrinella) One or t wo nesting pairs on Dew IIill. 

Reed Bunting (Ehberiza schoeniclus) Co:a'no11 on open ground, particule.rly lTew 
Hill, where there is c.t least one nesting pair . 

House SparroVl. (}las Bel' dO~ilest icus) C 0~!UJ. Ol1. around bui lcl..ings . 

Tree Sparrow (Passer mont anus ) At least two breading colonies of t ll is specir. 
in the North Woods. 
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Notes 'on the Birds of EIillE(North Site) 

by T.J.Lewis 

Introduction 

For such Et s:nall area the bird-life of ERDE is exception2.11y diverse. 
'l'his i s c~ue to the severe.l types of ha.bi tat which C.re present. These 
incluCi.e the following ~ 

(a) The a.lc~.er-woocts. Three ~ain areas attract large nu:nbers of finches 
in winter~ including siskin , colC!Sii1ch, redpoll anc~ bl'2cnblinc. Like 
all Vlintel' visitors', nu.:nbers are ve3~y variable. In some years several 
hundred sis~:ins may be present, in other yeal's only about 30. 
Blackcaps, garden warblers t breod. 

(b) ne,! Hill. Hany acres of uncut he clthl and. Linnets, reed bLL'1tings 
and ye110\'lh2,';;:'1ers are amongst the breeding species. 

(c) The ':la t e r ways. Kingfishers occasionally breed, and are f ,,:. irly 
f~E~uent throughout the rest of the year. Herons are common. Sedge 
and r eed v!2.rblers nest. llany mallard nnd teal in winter and the 
occ D.s ional grey wagtail. 

(d) 'rho flooded gravel pits. These come ri,ght to the es t 2blishment edge 
on the north anC!. west sides [nd ;c)a~' be observed from ~"] i thin the 
bouna.al'Y fence. Great crestec~ greb::; End tLlfted 0.UCl: breed. In rJinter 
pocharc1., g2.dvlal1 5 shoveler anc. OCCE' ionally wiGeon C.re present. 

(e) i7a.te r meadows, inside and ou'~side t;~e estc.blish'?lent. RedwinS5 fie 1 elf c.:: 
snipe c.no. :neadOYl ripi t in winter. Yel low waetail in SU::1:ner. 

( f) l'louGhec. a[(ricultural l and on 1'1'::: s Jc!.e . Re(lshCtl~:s nest. 

Systematic 6bserva tions h2.ve been '. !. f' e s ince 1,)64. r. ~:uch crec.i t mus t t c 
to foul f.l.l len ~ 2.n expert or ni tl1o loc,ist ? Ull 0 was with us until the sum:!1er of 
1966 . Since t hen 8. s'?lall ,sroup inclL,di :'b Dave ilshen , David. DebenhC".ffi) Kim 
EensharJ a.nu tile a'_e thor have kept Ul) the observat ions . These have been 
restricted to lunch-ti~es only , which account s for the paucity of owl recorC 
J'.n~' obserV2.t ions fro~ those who are aro'-~_:1d the establ ishment at ni :~ht vlOulcl 
be very \"Ie lco'-1e . · Sur priSing o:nissi ons i ·. lclu(~e t: l8 l esser wh i tethroat ~ 
c ommon r edstart 2nd nuthatch. 

The LRDE list now stands c.t 98 spcr ies of Hhicl~ about 58 have nested~ 
2.t l east on occ 2sion. Birds s(~en in the im~!1ed.iate neighbourhood of ~lli)E 

(about ~} ~'1 ile) a.re included 9 and t h i s e: 'compasses the north side and nest 
side p'2.vel l; i t s . T~le arr211c;ement of tl1e list follov;s the \"ie tmore order of 
cla.ssifica t ion , ',"}h ich h2.S nO':I co:ne into Genera l accept anc e. This follows 2. 

seqyence of evolution2.l'Y cl.eve1 opl,Kmt , from the pri ~!li tive c:rebes to the 
advc.l!cc(~ p2C3serines . 
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Classified list 

Great Crested Grebe ( Pocliceps cristatus) CO:_l.'Ilon on eravel pits around 
establish~ent J c,nd occ8.sionally seen on rivers inside boundal'Y fence. 
At least 6· breedinG pairs i n i~~ediate vicinity (1969). 

Li ttle Grebe (Poc-l.icep8 ruficollis) Occasionally seen in winter. 1'To evidence 
of nesting, but the thickness of' netth~ s alon~,: rivers in SUTS!ler could 
cause t he species to be ove rlooked. 

Grey iIeron (!.rrl.ea cinerea) CO ~_i'TIon alone the V,2_ter'i'JaYs. 
someti~es seen to;,:;ethe T in the m011 e re~ote parts. 
are fro~:J the ' .-al thC',:nsto1!! heronry. 

lIute SrJan (Cygnus 0101') Generally one nesting pair. 

As ,;;any as 1 5 
Host birds presu!nabl;;r 

Cc:~,nadian Goose (Bl nnt2, Cc:n2cLensis) A :pair appea:i'ed on the IT.Side grave l pit 
in I"Jay 1968. They Viere 11ac1.e umJelcome by the resident mute s",an and 
did not stay long. 

;:Iallard. (.t..na,s platyrhynchos) Probably 3 or 4 nesting pairs. Flocks of up to 
50 on rC:!lO " vlQterways in ")inter. 

Teal (Ana::: crecca) Floc! ~s of about 15 often present on remote waten'ays in 
":inter. 

Gad,'iall (.:.nas streper[') 3 Vi intered on gr2vel l;it on Hest side of 
establishment (1 ~ 68-9 ) 

Jigeon (Ana8 penelor,e) h l occasj_olv 1 vlinter visitor to surrounding pits. 

Shoveler (S r atul2. clYl)eat 2, ) j;ost often seen on '.'Iest side ,~)it as a p2s2aGe 
~ir;rant ifi ' :iarcll. 

Tuftee. Duck (AythY2_ i'ul i (~ula) Co:,]::ton nesting species in surrounding pits. 
FLl~bGrs increase in rJinter 7 [.nc: 2, fe'"" birds are cenerally to be seen 
inside the est ablish~ent, 

Pochard UY~h.j'2 ferina) Present in winter in considerable nU~l~bers on the 
~est side ~it. Arrives fro~ the end of August. 

Smew (i iel'':-:;U_3 81 benus) 3 fe::rt a les seen in establishment during the winter of 
1964/5 . 

Buzzard (Buteo buteo) 3 birds seen wheeling over the North 700ds) November 
1966. 3in[;1e bird seen on Iii:'rch 16, 1967. 
(Birds seen in the )~&,2tern Counties eluring winter c::.re generally e~dgrcu~J ­
fro e,'! the coatinent. These birds could poss ibly have been Rough Legced 
}~u zzo.rcls ) 

Osprey (:i'C:IJ1.c1.ion haliaetus ) BiTu seen pr oceeding northwards about 80ft above 
the '.Iest a rn boUnC~_L"' l'Y river 2,t Cl,bout 12.l,5 p.:n. Hay 31 ~ 1965. 
I nrli vic,!_u2.1 bire;_" 2re occ<"s ionally seen in t ].le Le\?, vCl.lley on sprintS 
~.' i {;r;::,tion ) (' !'le'_ one bc,s be en J<:nown to P8,S S several days a t Cl local pit. 

Ves t rel ( .20.1co til-:nu:1cu1us ) Of'ten seei1 5 particuh:rly ii1 winter ; but no 
evi("et;ce 0:' nestinG in3i('.e est2:blish:;;ent. 

_ ~t:(1- 1egcc cl }).:>,rtrL~ce (.Ue ctol'is rufa) A fer! nesting p\?,irs . 

One or two breeding in :~w Hill area. 

1_'· t .i: DeCl,san 
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Pheasant (Pha3ianus colchicus) Cn~n!l1on in :nany . areas. Eoth the ril"~-necked w y­
Old English varieties are present. Melanistic mutant seen on New Hill OrJ. 
September 12, 1969. 

Moorhen (Gall i nula chloropus) Very co~mon along waterways. 

Coot (F"J.lica a~ra ) Very com:rron on surro1.JJ1.ding pits, and has bred inside 
establishment. 

L2pwing (Vanellus vanellus) Nests in fielc~s near establishrnent. Numbers 
:nuch increased in autU:,ill and winter. 

Snipe (Gallinago gallinc:.go) Often seen in winter? generally on :rr8adows near 
wat e r just outside boundary fence. 

Woodcod:: (Scolopo.x rusticolo.) Generally a few· birds winter in the North Wooe 
and other s i!Tlilar areas, but not very easy to find. 

Green S C'~ndpiper (Tringa ochropus) A. regular passage :!1igrant in the Lea Valle 
but only one r(3cor(l. ins ide ERDE. OrJ.e was flushed from the west e rn 
bo:mc1.2..ry l'2. ver on March 5, 1968, ilnd characterist ically towered to abol"' 
200 ft. 

CoOt'D on Sa.ndpiper ('I'ringa. hYl)ole ucos) Occasional passage migrant, April and 
Se pt ember, gener211y in the neighbourhood of the weir . 

Recls hilnk (Tring8. totanus) 
l)re ~~ont QLLring a ctual 
dispersal occurs. 

Nests in fields adjacent to establishment. 
breeding pGriod (early spring); after v/hich 

Only 

Gr:;at Bl ~lCk-bo. cl:od GLlll (La rus llc:rinus ) In winter over 100,000 gulls of thi i 
and the followin z species arc said to roost on the reservoirs of the 
Lea Valley. Any :rJight he s een c:: t EHDS or , more likely , on ne i ghbourinG 
mnaQows. The gro~t bla ck-back ba s b ~Qn soon several times but is not 
co:n':lOn.. (l'erhaps 50 i s al)ont the average winter popu19.tion of the Val l 

Lc s ~3 Gr BI2.cl::- bacl:::od Gull (La rus fUGcus) After the black- headed gull, this i 
the !nost cor-non gull in the Loa Valley (Perhaps 10 vOOO birds) :Both the 
Brit is h r~cc (La r us f UGC US gr ac lls ii) and the darker- backed Scandinavi r 
r ace (Larus f us cus fUBeus) a ro present. 

}Ic rring Gun (k.r us 2.rgentatus) Although the commonost gull around our C0 2 · 

it i s no t particula rly common in the Lea Valley (Perhaps 500-1000 birdo. 

CO'!1nlOn Gull (L?r1J.s cEenus) Soon about c.s often as tho Herring Gull. The 
V". llcy \-J i n t c:I' population is probably about the s ame as this spociGs. 

B12.clc- hc e:.c1o d Gull (L2rus ri d ibu.ndus) The CO'1l'1lonost gull by far. Eegins to 
c:: r r ivG i n e arly July 1 t he vas t '1la jority coming from Scandinavia. 

Com'~,o !'l Torn ( Sturn[l. h i rundo) For t:10 pas t t wo yoa.r s (1968/9) 0. pair ;!cl.Ve 
nostod on an i s land on the pit i ~'1lodiat c ly north of the Gs tDbli s hmont. 
Ilrcc(hn~ d id not appear t o be Su.cccs :3ful , and oach year the birds h,,\'ve 
Deo n ):iresont only during May. 

St ock Dove (Col u~~a oenas) Occasi onally noticGd, but generally overlooked, 
be ing taJ::en for e.. "Blue Choch;r tl t ype ciomos tic bird. 

~0offiGa on (Co l ~~ba ?alu~buG ) A co~mon nes ting spocie s. 

Doocst ic Pi GG on. Va r i ous t y pos arc f oral in the 8s t ablishmGnt and breed i~ 
r oofs of buil ci in~s e tc. 

/Turt 10 Dov :. 
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Turtle Dove (Streptopelia turtur) 1. summer visitor seen with reasonable 

frequency? and ~ight possibly nes t inside the establis~~ent. 

Collared Dove (Steptopelia decocto) Only occas ionally seen , an~ not thought 

to be Cl. nesting species. 

Cuckoo (Cuculus Canorus) IJresent throughout sum~er in the woocled D.reas. 

Barn Owl (rl1yto a lbn) For several years (1965-1) a single bird roosted 

beneath a derelict building in the North Floods. This building has now 

been de~olished, and. although old pe llets have been found in another 

building there i s no evidence thot t he bird is still in the establishment . 

'T 'ny OVII (Strix aluco) Only one visuC'.l record, and no information on niGht 

call s . re llets se etimes found Vill ich are probably tbose of the To.wny. 

SVlift Upus ar-us ) CO:!l~non throughout es ·ce.blishment, but it is not l:no1.'1l1 to 

nest \"!ithin the bounc1.2.ry fence. .ru~:i'ive s late April. 

f~ingfisher ( J. lcc.do otthis) Fa.irly C(:·";':,lon outside the 'breeding season, and 

occasionc:.lly nests. The last observed nesting 8.tte!1lpt (unsuccessful due 

to collapsed bcmk) was in Lpril 1966 5 but successful nesting in 1969 was 

2.l ~n o s t c ert2. in. i" f<:;'~i1i l y fished on t~1e Hest river below the weir 

throuGhout the second half of ALls ust. 

Great Sl)otted \:rc odpec~:6r ( :DendroCOl)OS t:1ajor) Seen fairly frequently , a.nd 

there is probably a 1)reeC1.inG llai:c . 

Lesser Spotted 'Jobclpecker (Denc:'roco:pos ~!l inor) Onc:: record 8nly, Jan.13 5 1966. 

Seen dru~~ing on tree in North Uoods. 

Sl:ylark (AlaucLa arvens is) CO'Jmon in neiGllbourhood and a nesting s pecies on 

Hew Hill. 

Swallo\'! (IIirundo rusticc:) 1'. cO:Jmon nestinG species from mic:'-April on'.'Jards. 

House I,lc.rtin (Delichon urbic2,) 1 .... co:nmon nes ting species. Fro:n :nid-April. 

Sand l,:artin (Ripo.ria. :cilx~ria) L2.ree nUT.b81'S nest along the river bank:s. 

Particularly spect acu12.r are t he pl'e-mir:cation :SEl:i;l1erinf; s in mid­

August at certain well - c.l.efineu. point s in theestablish!1lent, up to 1000 

bil-ds be i nG present ',Ii th in a very s1lall cerea. Numbers are consiclerably 

down in 1969, :probably c1.ue to strone northerly \'lino.s throuGhout LIc1.:rch. 

A~rives last week in March-firs t week in April. 

Can-ion cro1,'! (Corvlts corone corone) Sevel' a l pairs nest in the e stablishC!lent. 

Rook (Corvus fruc ilegus) CO~l1mon in esta1J lishment 5 buJ~ there is no rookery. 

Jc.cli:(·:'i.YI (Corvus '" .nedLJ.la) Lore CO:;;::lon in uinter, but probilb ly 2. few nest. 

" . ( ~ . . , ) 
~ag:pl e Y1Ce plca Freo..uently seen, but not thouc:ht to nest. 

Jay (Garrulus c landarius) One or two nes ting pairs. 

Great Tit (T2.TUG ::la jor) CO~l",on throuchout est2.blishment. 

Blue Tit ( Fc.rus cae rulius) CO!:;~.wn throuchout establishment. 

Coal Tit ( Par us ater) 
following species. 

A few nest, but i s much less common than the two 

R~ther more frequent in winter. 

/ 111" re> 1~ 'Tl' t ... ~ . .... .. .. 



l:arsh Tit (Parus palustris) Co~~on throughout establishment. 

'.7illOFj Tit ( ?arus montanus) Co:n:non 5 but ver:; difficult to distl'r13uish fro~l 
the !Tl8.rsh tit. 

Long-t2.i led Tit. (Leg i thalos cau.c1atus) A fev:: nesting pairs. Parties of 20 
or more are common in winter. 

Treecreeper (Certhi a familiaris ) Quite CO~J!!JOn, but a difficult bird to 
estimate numbers. 

'O:'ren (Troylodytes troglodytes) CO ~!lmon throughout establishment. 

lEstle Thrush (Turdus viscive:cus) Probably two or three nesting pairs. 

Fieldfnre (Turdus pilaris) Uinter visitor. Sometimes seen inside the 
bo undary but more freQuent lyon adje,cent me8.dows. 

SonG Thrush (TUl'dus philomelos) CO'!lmon throughout establishment. 

Redwing ( TU1'(lus iliacus) CO:'J.1l10n winter vis.itor. Can generally be seen 
from October to Lk rch on t he Long rIalk meadow. The nu:nbers seem to 
fluctua te rather less from yea r to year than those of other winter 
visi tors, such a s 8is1-:in and redpoll. 

Ele.ckbird. (Turdus me~'ula) CO~11r!lOn throughout establishment. 

Wheatear ( Oenanthe oen2,nthe) Har e passaGe migra,nt. One record only, Sept 
~ 12, 1968~ on lieu Hill. 

\,ihinchat ( Saxicola rLlbetra) Pass 3,[S8 migrant. First noted on Sept. 5 ~ 1969 and 
then on Sept. 11? 1J69 on Hew Hill (sin,i.le female). Probably overlooked. i . 
the past . 

lTight inGale (Lus cinia megarhynchos) Does not nest, but one was heard Singing 
on t wo consecutive lunchtimes in 1968 in the North Voods. 

Robin ( Crithacus rubecula) CO::lIDOn throughout establisiL"!1ent, 

Reed lJarbler ( Acrocephalus s cirpaceus) Generally one or two nesting pairs. 
Arrives ~id-April . 

SedGe \'ic:'.rb le r ( Acr ocepalus s choenobaenus) Co:n:non a long waterways. Generally 
('.bout 2, dozen nest ing pairs . Arrives :nid-April. 

B12,c}::c&P ( Sy lvi ~ a tricapilla) Co:nmon in wooded areas. About 12 nesting pairs. 
Gener ally a:!.~·,' i ves rni c1.- April. 

G2.rden ~ :arbler (Sy lvi2o l)orin) One or two nesting pairs in North Foods. 
Ei c1 - i'.l)ril. 

l,'ihitethroat ( Sy lvi f. com.rnunis) C0'11mOn nesting s pecies (Hew Hill and. other ope ' 
2.r23.s ) ArrivGs mic'.-ll.pril. 

; jillor/ ;, {).rbler ( Phy llosco :Qus trochilus) Very C0 :711110n in both wooded 2,nd open 
aroas . General ly a rrives le.to 1-1arc11 or early April. 

Chiffch2,ff ( PhylloscO[JL1S collybita) Several nes tinG pairs in the wooded 8.rCl?r 

Invari 2,bly tIle first SU'TI:ner vis ior to 2,rrive, Generally mid-March. 
(iia r ch 16 , 1966 ~ lie.rch 16, 1967~ Harch 25,1968; April 2 ,1969) 

Goldcr~st ( ReGulus r eGulus) Generally a fe~ birds (half a dozen or so) Presf 
in u inter . Al der woods. 

/Spotted 



Spotted Flycatche r ( Enscicapa striata) CO!11.'TIon su:nmer visitor ~ but le.te 
ar:i'i va l ( :~ay) prevents any estimate of numbers. 

h edge Spa rl' ow ( ? rune lla modula ris) CO~Dmoil throuf,holJ.t establishment. 

Ee adow Piy-,i t U~ntllUs l)ratensis) S02eti!':le s seen in winter on Long rlalk 
meadow ~hen in partial flood. 

Pied ~actail (Flot acilln a lba) Co~mon breeding s pecies? generally close to 
hUilr:Jj.ngs. 

Grey ~.'.~agtail ( iiot acilla cinerea) One or two birds {;enerally present in 
wint er in neighbourhood of weir. 

Ye llovJ ::Jagt a il (; ~ot acilla fl ava.) 1; few nesting pail'S along bounc.e.ry rivers. 
j~rl'ive s late Ar-ril- early lIIe.y. 

St arling ( Sturnus vulgaris ) CO::l!"! on throughout e s tablishment. 

Greenfinch (Ch10ri8 chloris) Oom~on nest ing species. 

Goldfinch (C an 1ue lis c 2.rcluelis) Co:n:1!on nestinG spec ies. In SUTilller !!).ain+y on 
lIT e I'! Hill a nd ot >er open places.' In winter the numbers are :,,~reatly 
incro2ts ed iJy L1:~i Gr 2.nts f ro!!). the Continent i and huge numbers are SO:~le­

ti:lle3 ;resent in the vJOoded areas , where they feed on t~1e seeds of tl.le 
al~er. As 0it~ ~os t winter vi s itors ~ there are large year to year 
fl uct uati on s . ~s timated North Site winter population~ - 1966/7; 120~ 
1 961/3 ~ 350~ 1 ?68/9 ~ 50 . 

8i8':in (Ce.rC1.ueli s spil1us) The tirC. for which ERl)E is orni tllologically fa:nou~ 
Durinr; ~n o s t ~.! int er s t Ile 2.1 (1.e1' trees attr8.ct flocl·:s which are 1)robab1y tb 
l e.r eest in tl'e c ow1t r y j although , a s the fol10wine fi e ures Sll OW ~ nU!11bers 
~re v er y va riable. Uorth Site only , e s ti~ated winter popula tion : -
1964/5, 2 2~ ; 1 ~65/6, 350 ; 1]66/7 , 1 00~ 1967/8 ? 30 ~ 1968/9, 30. The bird 
~·;e ne r8. lly 2t rl'ive la~e) Decembej:', sO ,)letimes Janu2.ry, but ma.y not depart 
until e2.r 1y Lr-r i l. 

Lin~et (Cerdueli s c2nnEbina) A co~mon nesting species , particu12rly in the 
lIc'J! Hill CI.r ea. 

a edpoll (Ca r dueli s fl amGea ) Pre s ent only in winter~ in association ' :ith 
s i sl::ins . Es timated lTorth Site popule. tion 1965/6, 50 ~ 1966/7, 40 ~ 1967/8 , 
10: 1968/9 , 10 . 

Bullfinch ( Fyrrhu1 2c pyrrhula) SeverE',1 breeding pa.irs. r: inter popu1 2.tion c:.boL: 
20 birds . 

Ch2.f f i nch ( Fringilla e oelebs) Co:n~.~ on nedine; s~)ecies. Variably increased by 
winte r vi ::;i tors . North Site popnlc:tion (vlinter) ; - 1966/7 , 30,1:;67/8, 
1 00~ 1968/:), 20 . 

Era~b l ing (Fringilla ~ ontif1'ingilla) Irregul~r winte r visitor. The l~r~est 
irrur;tion \'.' ,112 in Pebru2.ry 1968, 'I!ben 2-bout 15 birds were present in the 
Hortl"l \,;oods t llro lJ.gho ut the month. 

Yel101:,ha;.~:!}r;r ( Lmberizc't citrinelle. ) One or two nesting pairs on ~Te1il lIEl. 

;:;'e c c. Bunting ( IT:1beriza s cllOeniclus) CO:.Elon on open Ground? particule.rly lIeu 
IIill, ",here t her e i s C'. t lea s t one nestinG pair. 

Hous e SpalTo·i: . C~C1.SS8 1' dO ~!1Gsticus) CO~!l~!10!1 around htildint;s. 

Tree Sparr0i7 ( ?a sser :J.ontanus) At l east two breading colonies of t :lis speci e 
in t !'le r;')rttl \foods. 


