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Notes -on the Birds of ERDE. (North Site)

by T.J.Lewis

Introduction

For such a small area the bird-life of ERDE is exceptionally diverse.
This is due to the several types of habitat which are present. These
include the following:

(a) The alder-woods. Three main areas attract large numbers of finches
in winter, including siskin, goldfinch, redpoll and brambling. Like
all winter visitors, numbers are very variable. In some years several
hundred siskins may be present, in other years only about 30.
Blackcaps, garden warblers, breed.

(b) New Hill., Many acres of uncut heathland. Linnets, reed buntings
and yellowhammers are amongst the breeding species.

(¢) The waterways. Kingfishers occasionally breed, and are fairly
frequent throughout the rest of the year. Herons are common. Sedge
and reed warblers nest. lany mallard and teal in winter and the
occasional grey wagtail.

(d) The flooded gravel pits. These come right to the establishment edge
on the north and west sides and may be observed from within the
boundary fence. Great crested grebs and tufted duck breed. In winter
pochard, gedwall, shoveler and occecionally wigeon are present.

(e) Water meadows, inside and outside the establishment. Redwing, fieldfar
snipe and meadow pipit in winter. Yellow wagtail in summer.

(f) Ploughed agricultural land on NE side. Redshanks nest.

Systematic observations have been made since 1964, Much credit must to
to Paul Allen, an expert ornithologist, who was with us until the summer of
1966, Since then a small group includirg Dave Ashen, David Debenham, Kim
Henshaw and the author have kept up the observations. These have been
restricted to lunch-times only, which accounts for the paucity of owl recorc.
Any observations from those who are around the establishment at night would.
be very welcome. Surprising omissions include the lesser whitethroat,
common redstart and nuthatch.

The ERDE list now stands at 98 spc-ies of which about 58 have nested,
at least on occasion. Birds scen in thc immediate neighbourhood of ERDE
(about 4+ mile) are included, and this encompasses the north side and west
side gravel pits. The arrangement of the list follows the Wetmore order of
classification, which has now come into general acceptance. Thig follows a
sequence of evolutionary development, from the primitive grebes to the
advanced passerines.
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Classified list

Great Crested Grebe (Pocdiceps cristatus) Common on gravel pits around
establishment, and occasionally seen on rivers inside boundary fence.
At least 6 breeding pairs in immediste vicinity (1969).

Little Grebe (Podiceps ruficollis) Occasionally seen in winter. No evidence
of nesting, but the thickness of nettles along rivers in summer could
cause the species to be overlooked.

Grey Heron (Lrdea cinerea) Coumon along the waterways. As many as 15
sometimes seen together in the more remote parts. Ilost birds presumably
.are from the althemstow heronry.

Mute Swan (Cygnus olor) Generally one nesting pair.

Canadian Goose (Branta Canedensis) A vpair appeared on the N.Side gravel pit
in May 1968. They were made unwelcome by the resident mute swan and
did not stay long. ‘

lMallard. (Anas platyrhynchos) Probably 3 or L4 nesting pairs. Flocks of up to
50 on remo -, waterways in winter.

Teal (Anac crecca) Flocks of about 15 often present on remote waterways in
winter.

Gadwall (4inas strepera) 3 wintered on gravel pit on west side of
establishment (1968-9)

Wigeon (Anas penelope) An occasionel winter visitor to surrounding pits.

Shoveler (Spatula clypeata) Illost often seen on west side pit as a pessage
migrant in Iarch.

Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula) Common nesting species in surrounding pits.
Numbers increase in winter, and a few birds are generally to be seen
inside the establishment,

Pochard (Ayhhya ferina) Present in winter in considerable numbers on the
west side pit. Arrives from the end of August.

Smew (Mergus albellus) 3 females seen in establishment during the winter of

1964/5.

Buzzard (Buteo buteo) 3 birds seen wheeling over the North Woods, Ifovember
1966. Single bird seen on March 16, 1967.
(Birds seen in the Eastern Counties during winter are generally emigran™-
from the continent. These birds could possibly have been Rough Legged
Buzzards)

Osprey (Pandion halizetus) Bird seen proceeding northwards about 80ft above
the western boundary river at about 12.45 p.m. May 31, 1965.
Individual birds are occasionally seen in the Lea valley on spring
migration, and one has been known to pass several days at a local pit.

Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus) Often seen, particularly in winter, but no
evidence of nesting inside establishment.

Red-legged partridge (Alectoris rufa) A& few nesting peirs.
Partridge (Perdix perdix) One or two breeding in iew Hill area.
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Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus) Cemmon in many areas. Both the ringxecked and
0ld English varieties are present. Melanistic mutant seen on New Hill on
September 12, 1969.

Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus) Very common along waterways.

Coot (Fulica atra) Very common on surrounding pits, and has bred inside
establishment. '

Lepwing (Vanellus vanellus) Nests in fields near establishment. Numbers
much increased in autumn and winter.

Snipe (Gallinago gallinago) Often seen in winter, generally on meadows near
water just outside boundary fence.

Woodcock (Scolopax rusticola) Generally a few birds winter in the North Wooc .
and other similar areas, but not very easy to find.

Green Sandpiper (Tringa ochropus) A regular passage migrant in the Lea Valle-
but only one record inside ERDE. Onec was flushed from the western
boundary river on March 5, 1968, and characteristically towered to about
200 ft.

Common Sandpiper (Tringa hypoleucos) Occasional passage migrant, April and
September, generally in the neighbourhood of the weir.

Redshank (Tringa totanus) WNests in fields adjacent to establishment. Only
present during actual breeding period (early spring), after which
dispersal occurs.

Great Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus) In winter over 100,000 gulls of this
and the following species arc said to roost on the reservoirs of the
Lea Valley. Any might be seen at ERDE or, more likely, on neighbouring
meadows., The great black-back has boen secn several times but is not
common. (Perhaps 50 is about the average winter population of the Vallr

Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus) After the black-headed gull, this ir
the most common gull in the Lea Valley (Perhaps 10,000 birds) Both the
British recc (Larus fuscus graellsii) and the darker-backed Scandinavie-
race (Larus fuscus fuscus) arc present.

Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) Although the commonest gull around our coa-
it is not particularly common in the Lea Valley (Perhaps 500-1000 birds,

Common Gull (Larus canus) Seen about as often as the Herring Gull. The
Valley winter population is probably about the same as this speciecs.

Black-headed Gull (Larus ridibundus) The commonest gdll by far. Begins to
arrive in early July, the vast majority coming from Scandinsvia.

Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) For the past two years (1968/9) a pair have
nested on an island on the pit immediately north of the establishment.
Breeding did not appear to be successful, and cach year the birds have
been present only during May.

Stock Dove (Columba ocnas) Occasionally noticed, but generally overlooked,
being teken for a "Blue Checker" type domestic bird.

Woodpigeon (Columba Palumbus) A common nesting species.

Domestic Pigeon. Various types arc feral in the establishment and breed ir
roofs of buildings etc.
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Turtle Dove (Streptopelia turtur) A summer visitor seen with reasonable
frequency, and might possibly nest inside the establishment.

Collared Dove (Steptopelia decocto) Only occasionally seen, and not thought
to be a nesting species.

Cuckoo (Cuculus Canorus) Present throughout summer in the wooded areas.

Barn Owl (Tyto alba) For several years (1965-7) a single bird roosted
beneath a derelict building in the North Woods. This building has now
been demolished, and although old pellets have been found in another
building there is no evidence that the bird is still in the establishment.

T--my Owl (Strix aluco) Only one visual record, and no information on night
calls, Pellets sc etimes found which are probably those of the Teawny.

Swift (Apus apus) Common throughout establishment, but it is not known to
nest within the boundary fence. Arrives late April.

Kingfisher (Llcedo otthis) Fairly ccmmon outside the breeding season, and
occasionally nests. The last observed nesting attempt (unsuccessful due
to collapsed bank) was in April 1966, but successful nesting in 1969 was
almost certain. A family fished on the Vest river below the weir

“throughout the second half of August.

Great Spotted Vcodpecker (Dendrocopos major) Seen fairly frequently, and
there is probably a breeding peir.

Lesser Spotted Wobdpecker (Dendrocovos minor) One record only, Jan.13; 1966.
Seen druanming on tree in North Uoods.

Skylark (Alauda arvensis) Common in neighbourhood and a nesting species on
Vew Hill.

Swallow (Hirundo rustica) A comnmon nesting species from mid-April onwards.

House lMertin (Delichon urbica) A common nesting species. From mid-April.

Sand Martin (Riparia riparia) Large numbers nest along the river banks.
Particularly spectacular are the pre-mifration gatherings in mid-
August at certain well-defined points in the establishment, up to 1000
birds being present within a very small area. MNumbers are congiderably
down in 1969, probably due to strong northerly winds throughout lerch.
Arrives last week in Merch-first week in April.

Carrion crow (Corvys corone corone) Several pairs nest in the establishment.

Rook (Corvus frugilegus) Common in establishment, but there is no rookery.

Jeckdaw (Corvus m nedula) Ilore common in winter, but probably a few nest.

Magpie (Pica pica) Frequently seen, but not thought to nest.

Jay (Garrulus glandarius) One or two nesting pairs.

Great Tit (Parus major) Common throughout establishment.

Blue Tit (Parus caerulius) Comnon throughout establishment.

Coal Tit (Parus ater) A few nest, but is much less common than the two
following species. Rether more frequent in winter.

[Marsh Tit
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Marsh Tit (Parus palustris) Common throughout establishment.

Willow Tit (Parus montanus) Common, but very difficult to distinguish from
the marsh tit.

Long-tziled Tit. (legithalos caudatus) A few nesting pairs. Parties of 20
or more are common in winter.

Treecreeper (Certhia familiaris) Quite common, but a difficult bird to
estimate numbers.

Wren (Troylodytes troglodytes) Common throughout establishment.
Mistle Thrush (Turdus visciverus) Probably two or three nesting pairs.

Fieldfare (Turdus pileris) Winter visitor. Sometimes seen inside the
boundary but more freguently on adjecent meadows.

Song Thrush (Turdus philomelos) Common throughout establishment.

Redwing (Turdus iliacus) Common winter visitor. Can generally be seen
from October to March on the Long Walk meadow. The numbers seem to
fluctuate rather less from year to year than those of other winter
visitors, such as siskin and redpoll.

Blackbird., (Turdus merula) Common throughout establishment.

Wheatear (Oenanthe oenanthe) Rare passage migrent. One record only, Sept.
i 12, 1968, on New Hill.

Whinchat (Saxicola rubetra) Passage migrant. First noted on Sept.5, 1969 and
then on Sept.11, 1969 on New Hill (single female).. Probably overlooked i..
the past.

Uightingale (Luscinia megarhynchos) Does not nest, but one was heard singing
on two consecutive lunchtimes in 1968 in the North Woods.

Robin (Crithacus rubecula) Common throughout establishment,

Reed Viarbler (Acrocephalus scirpaceus) Generally one or two nesting pairs.
Arrives mid-April.

Sedge Warbler (Acrocepalus schoenobaenus) Common along waterways. Generally
about a dozen nesting pairs. Arrives mid-April.

Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla) Common in wooded areas. About 12 nesting pairs.
Generally arvives mid-April.

Garden Viarbler (Sylvia borin ) One or two nesting pairs in North Woods.
Mid-April,

Whitethroat (Sylvie communis) Common nesting species (New Hill and other oper
arcas) Arrives mid-April.

Willow Warbler (Phylloscopus trochilus) Very common in both wooded and open
areas. Generally arrives late March or early April.

Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus collybita) Several nesting pairs in the wooded areac
Invariably the first summer visior to arrive, generally mid-larch.
(Harch 16, 19665 larch 16, 1967, larch 25, 1968: April 2, 1969)

Goldcrest (Regulus regulus) Generally a few birds (half a dozen or so) Prese

in winter. Alder woods.
S /Spotted
-5-



Spotted Flycatcher (lluscicapa striata) Common summer visitor, but late
arrival (Hay) prevents any estimate of numbers.

Hedge Sparrow (Prunella modularis) Common throughout establishment.

Meadow Pipit (Anthus pratensis) Sometimes seen in winter on Long Walk
meacdow when in partial flood.

Pied Wagtail (Motacilla alba) Common breeding species, generally close to
buildings.

Grey VWagtail (lotacilla cinerea) One or two birds generally present in
winter in neighbourhood of weir.

Yellow Wagtail (llotacilla flava) A few nesting peirs along boundary rivers.
Arrives late April-early May.

Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) Common throughout establishment.
Greenfinch (Chloris chloris) Common nesting species..

Goldfinch (Carduelis carduelis) Common nesting species. In summer mainly on
New Hill and other open places. In winter the numbers are greatly
increased by immigrants from the Continent, and huge numbers are some-
times present in the wooded areas, where they feed on the seeds of the
alder. As with most winter visitors, there are large year to year
fluctuations. Fstimeted North Site winter populations— 1966/7, -120;
1967/8, 3505 1368/9, 50.

Siskin (Carduelis spinus) The bird for which ERDE is ornithologically famous
During most winters the alder trees attract flocks which are probably th
largest in the country, although, as the following figures show, numbers
are very variable. North Site only, estimated winter population:-
196L/5, 220 1965/6, 3503 1966/7, 1005 1967/8, 30: 1968/9, 30. The bird
generally arrive late, December, sometimes January, but may not depart
until early April.

Linnet (Carduelis cannsbina) A common nesting species, particulerly in the
New Hill area.

Redpoll (Carduelis flammea) Present only in winter, in association with
siskins. Bstimated North Site population 1965/6, 50: 1966/7, L4O: 1967/8,
10; 1968/9, 10.

Bullfinch (Pyrrhula pyrrhula) Several breeding pairs. Winter population abou
20 birds.

Chaffinch (Fringilla coelebs) Comnon nesting species. Variably increased by
winter visitors. North Site population (winter):— 1966/7, 30: 1967/8,
1003 1968/9, 20.

Brambling (Fringilla montifringilla) Irregular winter visitor. The largest
irruption was in February 1968, when about 15 birds were present in the
North Woods throughout the month.

Yellowhammer (FEmberiza citrinellz) One or two nesting pairs on Hew Hill.

Reed Bunting (Fmberiza schoeniclus) Common on open ground, particularly Illew
Hill, where there is at least one nesting pair.

House Sparrow. (Passer domesticus) Common around buildings.

Tree Sparrow (Passer montanus) At least two breading colonies of this specir
in the Forth Woods,
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Notes -on the Birds of ERDE (North Site)

by T.J.Lewis

Introduction

For such a small area the bird-life of ERDE is exceptionally diverse.
This is due to the seversl types of habitat which are present. These
include the following:

(a) The alder-woods. Three main areas attract large numbers of finches
in winter, including siskin, goldfinch, redpoll and brembling. Like
all winter visitors, numbers are very variable. In some years several
hundred sislkins may be present, in other years only about 30.
Blaclkcaps, gardeir warblers, brecd.

(b) iew Hill. IHany acres of uncut heathland. Linnets, reed buntings
and yellowhemmers are amongst the breeding species.

(¢) The waterways. Kingfishers occasionally breed, and are fairly
frecuent throughout the rest of the year. Herons are common. Sedge
and rced warblers nest. leny mallard and teal in winter and the
occasional grey wagtail.

(d) The flooded gravel pits. These come right to the establishment edge
on ihe north and west sides cnd mey be observed from within the
boundary fence. Great crested grebs and tufted cuck breed. In winter
pochard, gadwall, shoveler and occe ionally wigeon are present.

(e) WVater meadows, inside and ouiside the esteblishment. Redwing; fieldfax
snipe end meadow pipit in winter. Yellow wagtail in summer.

(f) Tloughed agricultural land on NT side. Redghan!zs nest.

Systematic observations have becn e since 1964. Much credit must tc
to Faul Allen, an expert ornitholozist, who was with us until the summer of
1966. Since then a smell group including Dave Ashen, David Debenham, lim
Henshav and the author have kept up the observations. hese heve been
restricted to lunch-times only, which accounts for the paucity of owl recorc
iny observations from those who are around the establishment at ni-ht would
be very welcome. Surprising omissions include the lesser whitethroat,
common redstart and nuthatch.

The TADE list now stands at 98 speries of which about 58 have nested,
ot least on occzsion. Birds scen in the immediate neighbourhood of R0
(about + mile) are included, and this ercompasses the north side and west
side gravel pits. The arrangement of the list follows the Wetmore order of
classification, which hes now come into general acceptance. This follows &
seguence of evolutionary development, from the primitive grebes to the
advanced posserines.
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Classified 1list

Great Crested Grebe (Pociceps cristatus) Cormon on gravel pits around
establishment, end occasionally seen on rivers inside boundary fence.
£t least & breeding palrs in immedizte vicinity (1969).

Little Crebe (Podiceps ruficollis) Occasionally seen in winter. o evidence
of nesting, but the thickness of nettles along rivers in summer could
cause the species to be overlooked.

Crey Heron (/riea cinerea) Comumon along the waterways. As many as 15
sometimes seen togzether in the more remote parts. llost birds presumably
are from the ’althemstow heronry.

llute Swan (Cygrus olor) Generally one nesting pair.

Cznadian Goose (Braute Canadensis) A mair appeared on the H.Side gravel pit
in Moy 1968. They were made unwelcome by the resident mute swan and
did not stay long.

iallard. (inas platyrhynchos) Probably 3 or L nesting pairs. Flocks of up to
50 on reme . waterways in winter.

Teal (Anac crecca) Flocl's of about 15 often present on remote waterweys 1in
winter.

Gadwall (‘nas strepera) 3 wintered on gravel pit on west side of
establishment (1768-9)

Jigeon (Anas penelope) In occasionel winter visitor to surrounding pits.

Shoveler (Snatula clyveats) I1lost often seen on west side pit as a passage
migrant in iiarch.

Tufted Duck (Aythye fuligula) Common nesting species in surrounding pits.
Fumbers increase in winter, znd a few birds are generally to be seen
inside the establishment,

Pochard (Ay:hyz ferina) Presert in winter in considerable numbers on the
west side nit. ALrrives from the end of August.

Smew (ilersus albellus) 3 females seen in establishment during the winter of
196L/5.

Buzzard (Buteo buteo) 3 birds scen wheeling over the North Yoods, INovember
1966. 3ingle bird seen on llerch 16, 1967.
(Birds seen in the Destern Counties during winter are generally emigrar’-
fron the continent. These birds could vossibly have been Rough Legged
Buzzards)

Osprey (Pandion nelizetus) Bird seen proceeding northwards about 80ft above
the vestern boundery river ot about 12.45 p.m. Hay 31, 1965.
Tndivicual birde are occosionally seen in the Lea valley on spring
migration, end one has been known to pass several days at a local pit.

Vestrel (Falco timnunculus) Often seen, particularly in winter, but no
evilerice of nesting insice establishuent.

ed partridpe (Alectoris rufa) L few nesting peirs.
rertridre (Perdix perdix; One or two breeding in lew Hill aree.
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Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus) Common in many areas. Both the ringnecked an”
014 English varieties are present. Melanistic mutant seen on New Hill on
September 12, 1969.

Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus) Very common along waterways.

Coot (Fulica atra) Very common on surrounding pits, and has bred inside
establishment.

Lepwing (Venellus vanellus) Nests in fields near establishment. Numbers
nuch increased in autumn and winter.

Snipe (Gallinago gallinago) Often seen in winter, generally on meadows near
water just outside boundary fence.

Woodcock (Scolovax rusticola) Generally a few birds winter in the North Wooc
and other similar areas, but not very easy to find.,

Green Sandpiper (Tringa ochropus) 4 reguler passage migrant in the Lea Vallc
but only one record inside ERDE. Onc was flushed from the western
boundary river on March 5, 1968, and characteristically towered to abou’
200 Tt.

Common Sandpiper (Tringa.hypoleucos) Occasional passage migrant, April and
September, generally in the neighbourhood of the weir.

Redchank (Tringa totanus) IHests in fields adjacent to establishment. Only
present during actual breeding period (early spring), after which
dispersal occurs.

Creat Black-backed Gull (Lerus merinus) In winter over 100,000 gulls of thir
and the followine specics arc said to roost on the reservoirs of the
Lea Vallcy. Any might be scen at ERDT or, more likely, on neighbouring
mealows, The great black-back has boen scen several times but 1s not
comaion. (Perhaps 50 is about the avcerage winter population of the Vall

Leszer Black-backed Cull (Lerus fuscus) After the black-headed gull, this i
the most common gull in the Lea Valley (Perhaps 10,000 birds) Both the
British rocc (Larus fuscus graollsii) and the darker-backed Scandinavi:
race (Laruz fuscus fuscus) arc prescnt.

Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) Althouzh the commoncst gull around our coa
it is not particularly common in the Lea Valley (Perhaps 500-1CC0 birds,

Common Gull (Larus canus) Seen about as often as the Herring Gull. The
V&lley winter population is probably about the same as this spccies.

Black-hczded Gull (Lerus ridibundus) The commonest gull by far. Begins to
arrive in ecarly July, the vest majority coming from Scandinavia.

Comrmon Torn (Sterna hirundo) For the pash two ycars (1968/9) o pair have
nested on an island on the pit immediately north of the establishment.
Breoding did not appear to be successful, and cach ycar the birds have
been prescent only during May.

Stocl Dove {Colunta ocnas) Occacionally noticed, but gencrally overlooked,
being taken for a "Blue Checker" type domestic bird.

Vool pigeon (Columba Palumbus) A common nesting specles.

Domostic Pigeon. Various types arc feral in the csteblishment and breed ip
rools of buildings etc.
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Turtle Dove (Streptopelia turtur) I, summer visitor seen with reasonable
frequency, and might possibly nest inside the establishment.

Collared Dove (Steptopelia decocto) Only occasionally seen, and not thought
to be a nesting species.

Cuclkoo (Cuculus Canorus) Present throughout summer in the wooded areas.

Barn Owl (Tyto alba) For several years (1965-7) a single bird roosted
beneath a derelict building in the North Wloods. Thig building has now
been demolished, and although old pellets have been found in another

building there is no evidence thet the bird is still in the establishment.

T ny Owl (Strix a2luco) Only one visuel record, and no information on night
calls. DPellets sc etimes found which are probably those of the Tewny.

Swift (/pus apus) Common throughout esteblishment, but it is not lnown to
nest within the boundary fence. Arrives late April.

dingfisher (L1lcedo otthis) Fairly ceauon outside the hreeding season, and
occasionally nests. The last observed nesting attempt (unsuccessful due
to collapsed benk) was in April 1966, but successful nesting in 196% was
alnoet certain. A family fished on the Vest river below the weir
throughout the second half of August.

Great Spotted fcodpeclker (Tendroconos major) Seen fairly frequently, and
there is probably a breeding pair.

Lesser Spotted Wobdpecier (Dendrocorpos minor) One record only, Jan.13, 1966.
Seen druamming on tree in North tjoods.

Skylark (Alaude arvensis) Common in neighbourhood and a nesting species on
Tew Hill.

Swallow (Hirundo rustica) £ coamon nesting species from mid-April onwards.

House lertin (Delichon urbica) A common nesting species. From mid-April.

Sand lartin (Riparia riparia) Lerge numbers nest 2long the river banls.
Perticularly spectacular are the pre-misration gatherings in mid-
August at certain well-defined points in the establishment, up to 1000
hirds being present within a very suall area. Numbers are considerably
down in 1969, nrobably cdue to strong northerly winds throughout liarch.
h-rives last week in Merch-first week in April.

Carrion crow (Corvus corone corone) OSeveral pairs nest in the establishment.

Rook (Corvus fruzilegus) Common in establishment, bu% there is no rookery.

Jecksu (Corvus ' nedula) liore common in winter, but probably e few nest.

ogpie (Fica pica) TFrequently seen, but not thought to nest.

Jay (Garrulus glandarius) One or two nesting pairs.

Great Tit (Fzrus major) Common throughout establishment.

Bive Tit (Ferus caerulius) Comnon throughout establishment.

Cozl Tit (Parus ater) A fow nest, but is much less common than the two
following species. Rether more frecuent in winter.
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Marsh Tit (Parus palustris) Common throughout establishment.

7illow Tit (Perus montanus) Common, but very difficult to distinguish from
the mersh tit.

Long-teziled Tit. (fLegithalos cavfatus) A few nesting pairs. Parties of 20
or more are common in winter.

Treecreeper (Certhia familiaris) Quite common, but a difficult bird to
estimate numbers.

ren (Troylodytes troglodytes) Common throughout establishment.
Mistle Thrush (Turdus visciverus) Probably two or three nesting pairs.

Pieldfare (Turdus pileris) Uinter visitor. Sometimes seen inside the
boundary but more frequently on adjacent meadows.

Sonz Thrush (Turdus philomelos) Common throughout establishment.

Redwing (Turdus jliacus) Coamon winter visitor. Can generally be seen
from October to Merch on the Long Valk meadow. The numbers seem to
fluctuate rather less from year to year than those of other winter
visitors, such as siskin and redpoll.

Blackbird. (Turdus merula) Common throughout establishment.

Wheatear (Oenanthe oenenthe) Rare passage migrent. One record only, Sept
b4 12, 1968, on llew Iill.

Whinchat (Saxicola rubetra) Passage migrant. First noted on Sept.5, 1969 and
then on Sept.11, 1969 on New Hill (°1nple female). Probably overlooked i.
the past.

liightingale (Luscinia Wefarhynchoo) Does not nest, but one was heard singing
on two consecutive lunchtimes in 1968 in the Horth Woods.

Robin (Crithacus rubecula) Common throughout establishment,

Reed Varbler (Acrocephalus scirpaceus) Generally one or two nesting pairs.
Arrives mid-April.

Sedge Varhler (hAcrocepalus schoenobaenus ) Common along waterways. Generally
about a dozen nesting pairs. Arrives mid-April.

cap (Sylvia atricapilla) Common in wooded areas. About 12 nesting pairs.

F enerally arvives mid-April.

Garden ‘arbler (Sylvia borin ) One or two nesting pairs in North Yoods.
Mid-fipril.

hitethroat (Sylvia communis) Common nesting species (Wew Hill and other ope’
arcas Arrives mid-hApril.

“/illow larbler (Phylloscopus trochilus) Very common in both wooded end open
arcas. Generally arrives lete March or early April.

Chiffchaff (1hy1?occoou< collybita) Several nesting pairs in the wooded areer
Inveriably the first summer visior to ar ~rive, generally mid-larch.
(liarch 16, 1966; Harch 16, 1967, llarch 25, 1968; April 2, 1969)

Goldecrest (Regulus regulus) Generally a few birds (half a dozen or so) Prese

in winter. Alder woods.
/Spotted



Spotted Flycatcher (luscicapa striata) Common summer visitor, but late
arrival (ifay) prevents any estimate of numbers.

fiedge Spervow (Prunella moduleris) Common throughout establishment.

liezdow Pinit (Anthus pratensis) Sometimes seen in winter on Long Walk
neadow when in partial flood.

Pied artail (Motacilla 2lba) Common breeding species, generally close to
buildings.

Grey Yagtail (llotacilla cinerea) One or two birds generally present in
winter in neighbourhood of weir.

Yellow Wagtail (llotacilla flava) 4 few nesting peirs along boundery rivers.
irrives late April-early May.

Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) Common throughout establishment.
Greenfinch (Chloris chloris) Common nesting species.

Goldfinch (Carduelis carduelis) Common nesting species. In summer mainl]y on
Wew 11111 and other open places: In winter the numbers are greatly
increased by inmigrants from the Continent, and huge numbers are some-
tines present in the wooded areas, where they feed on the seeds of the
alder. As with most winter visitors, there are large year to year
fluctuations. Ietimated Horth Site winter population:-— 1966/7, 120:
1967/3, 350; 1268/9, 50.

Siz-in (Cerduelis spinus) The bird for which ERDE is ornithologically famous
During most winters the alder trees attract floclke which are probably th
lorgest in the country, although, as the Tollowing figures show, numbers
are very varizble. llorth 3ite only, cstimsted winter populations—
1964/5, 220: 1965/6, 3503 19656/7, 1005 1967/8, 30; 1968/9, 30. The bird
cenerally arrive late, December, sometimes Januery, but may not depar
until early Lyril.

Linret (Carduelis cennebina) A coamon nesting species;, perticulerly in the
Ilew Hill area.

Redpoll (Carduelis flammea) Present only in winter, in essociation with
sislins. Detimsted Worth Site population 1965/6, 50: 1966/, LO; 1967/8;
10: 1968/9, 10.

Bullfinch (Fyrrhula pyrrhula) Several breeding pairs. Vinter population abou
20 birds.

Cheffinch (Fringilla coelebs) Common nesting species. Variably increased by
winter visitors. North Site population (winter):— 1966/7, 30: 1967/8,
100: 1968/9, 20.

Branbling (Fringilla wontifringilla) Irregulcr winter visitor. The largest
irruption wog in Tebruary 1968, when about 15 birds were present 1in the
Morth Voods throughout the month.

Yellowhammer (Imberiza citrinellz) One or two nesting pairs on ilew iill.

Need Bunting (fmberiza schoeniclus) Comamon on open ground, particulerly Tew
1111, where there is &t least one nesting pair.

House Sparrow. (Fasser domesticus) Common around buildings.

Tree Sparrov (Passer montanus) At least two breading colonies of this specir
in the Iorth Voods.



