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WALTHAM ABBEY. 

CORRESPONDENCE as to County Maps. 

---- - ----------- --- ------------ -------------------------

TREASURY SOLICITOR, 
Law Courts Branch, 

ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE, 
S T RAN D, W.C. 
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TR SURY SOIICIT R'S DEP RT~ T, 
L'l Court Br n.ch, 

276 BOY CO S' OF JUSTICE, 

2f3 .h ptcmb l" 1.904 . 

In ~~i ease I a c no-r e~ fc_ the W D_part ent 

in prase ing their r ght to the in the old Rivor Lea -

t -'alth convey d t.o the Crown . '] a.lton n 1.795 . 

tt.$ tlon hac r1f1~m as to t .B dax 1 cs of tho 

Cotmties of E ss Id ':iddleaex t. Eo.~· C:. oas tho 

p 1.t bei. ether the Co 

c-ntre of tie o1d Riv _ Lea or by Rl'''er . 

It ap that t_ 0 Cor or tlnn 0- o e ti e 

the Con ._ va..:,o s of tho R ve f r th 

Board .as to an I 11 be gre tJ~ cbliC r if you ill 

inform me .hather thore are a • cor la of. th Corpel' t ion 

1ith er-aId to th, R 

he ng th County B U 

and 1808 b t thing 

and 1-"18. t ic .la~' ~ u.ny· Old .... ~ IS 

'rh dat"1s I i<. ... t 1795 

lie or fe y ~a.l's l;;.te· oul.d be 

of Se rvice" If there are not uch . =_.- pG or ).' co ds in 

yo r po-sse:o:s' on s_ e ins t .e ancient 1es ot the County 

perhaps you uld t 11 me the arli ... t ~ap or roe rd you 

have or r fe. 0 to 

on the Il'.at to~ • 

To tho Town Clerk, 
London. 

:ne ono no could give 1 so e inf"ormat 10n 

I am, Sir, 

Your obed", nt S rvant, 

i'. <A. a. . ~ f} 

1-e-7~S~ 
--r +, f 
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Sir, 

TREASURY SOLICITORtS DEPARTMENT, 
Law Courts Branch, 

276, ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE, 

26th September 1904. 

Waltham Fisheries. 
River Lea. 

In this case I am concerned for the War Department in 

preserving their right to the Fishery in the old River Lea 

at Waltham conveyed to the Crown by John Walton in 1795. 

A question has arisen as to the Boundaries of the 

Counties of Essex and Middlesex at Waltham Holy Cross. The 

point being whether the County Boundary is marked by the 
tJ"L 

centre of the River LeaLby the Bank of the River. I should 

therefore be glad if you will inform me whether you have 
~ 

among the County Records any old Maps of the County of 

[E~se~~ Middlesex shewing its boundaries where the River 

Lea Is concerned the dates I want are 1795 and 1808 but 

anything earlier or a few years later would be of service . 

If there are not any such }:_aps or records in your possession 

shewing the ancient Boundaries of the County perhaps you 

could tell me the earliest Map or record of the County 

Boundary you have or refer me to someone who could give me 

some information on the matter . 

I aP.l, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

-
The Clerk of the Peace, J 

for the County of Middlesex ~~ssex. 



Dear Sir , 
L . 

TRE SURY SOLICITOR'S DEPART! T, 
Law Court s: Bra.nch, 

276, BOY L COURT OF JUSTICE., 

26 1 September 1904 . 

FiSheries. 
Walthain • 

In thlc case I am conao &Q for the r Depa.rtmen t 

in pr sorv.ng of. leir righta to the Fi-Sh ry in tb:~ Old lUver L 

at a.ltht::m bbe conveyed by John alton to t.: .. e Crown in 

August ~795. 

in th& posflcssion o f tIle 

ar D artnl nt tMt ~013 • llaJ:s & Co . tb. sent.s to t e 

Treasury Sol.ieitor h d some correspo donee i h you in th 

Month of September 1882 with - oference to the:J tal" a.nd I \':lould 

l~e.fel~ you to your 1ette:t· to .lea rs . Har. 0 ... the 14th S ptember 

1882 in whicl1 you state tha.t yo 1 have i [l ym.u: possess' on K ps 

of Essex. and Herts dated 1750 . I 1Jh;')l d 'be gl d if you will 

inform e 'h~'ller you w.:e atill I possession of' tl.ose .. !.aps and 

~hether the o inuiet d the .eon. The 

qu stioll 'to hiell It\Y att. nt.ion at pr-cEont is di.r~cted 1s hother 

the Boundary of the County of ~sox. g mid str 

Bank f' the old i vel' Le a,nd if so _ 1 ch Bank . 

on the 

I sha.ll be 

glad of 1m:o.n.l1tl.tion you C 1 giv~ me nd perllapa YOll ill 

givo ~e faci11ti~s for the inspe~tion of the ."aps in question 

I have also t o ask you netber yo 1 have in your posse saion 

the Original. Or nt Ol the .. aaOr' of W lthnrn t'l'o~n t.he Crov.tn or 

allY copy of e . Hav tllore bo"'n any inelo UTe wards itll 

spa 1hieh ould shew the l"~~or at more recent dates. The 

da~es I particularly desi e infonation as to are 1~5 and 

1808 But of course if the ir have been ehangea of Boundaries 

-
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sinc I desire to fol~ow th m up if po.&Sible . Who 1s no the 

Lord of The Mano::' I a se e tIl t the Title of th Lord of the 

anor in 1795 could ea.sily be pr oved fro doe- ants in your 

custoQy i£ naeeas&_y. 

I ha.ll b 8'1. . to ar troD you at yor;:r arliest convenience 

Can yOtl g1va me any information as ta c are the Stewards of' the 

M nora of Enfield and Se ~dstone ~lt. 

communicate. 

Yours truly, 

:r de s ire 'to 

' . M R ~L ... t 

f r T:t'eanury Solicitor • 

.l .e • . ~et.ca.lte Esq. , 
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ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL. 

Shire Hall, 

C H ELM S FOR D • 

29th Septemoer 19~ 

Sir, 

Walt~am Fisheries. 
River Lee. 

With further reference to your letter of the 26th 

instant, the only Map here which I think would oe of service 

to you is one of 1772 - 4 which shews the ooundary of the 

County at that time. Near Waltham Aooey the ooundary seems to 

be first on one oank of the River, then on the other, out I 

think your oest plan would oe to inspect it. 

Alderman E. A. Fitch, of Brick House, Maldon, has, I 

think, the best collection of County Maps and would, I feel 

sure, give you any assistance in his po er. Probably the 

Clerk to the Conservators of the River Lea might oe aole to 

give you valuaole infor~ation. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

HERBERT W. GIBSON • 

The Treasury Solicitor, 
(Law Courts Branch,) 

276, Royal Courts of Justice, 
L 0 N DON, W.C. 
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Sir, 

Office of the Clerk of the Peace, 
Guildhall, 

W EST M INS T E R, S W 

29th Septemb er 190 4-.... 

River Lea. 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

the 26t h lnst. 

I have had a search made for any old maps in my 

custody relating to the River in question, and apparently the 

first maps deposited with the Clerk of the Peace for the 

County of Middlesex related is the year 181?, but these I am 

afraid will be of no use to you, as only a few sections of the 

River are shown, and no County boundaries a.re marked. 

In the year 1849, a large set of plans were deposit­

ed with the Clerk of the Peace, which dea.lt with some proposed 

improvements, and on these plans, the County and other 

boundaries are fairly well marked. 

If these plans ar.e of any use to you, they can be 

inspected here at any time between the hours of 10 and 6 

I am, Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

R. NICHOLSON. 

The Treasury Solicitor, 
Law Courts Branch, 

276, Royal Courts of Justice, 
L 0 N DON, W.C. 

Clerk of the Peace. 
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10, Ilupus Street, S.W. 

29th. September 1904. 

Dear Sir, 

Lee Fisheries. Waltham. 

In reply to your letter of the 26th. inst. I beg to 

state that I am willing to render you what assistanoe I oan. on 

the subjeot. 

In the first plaoe, I was appealed to a few years 

ago by Captain Kirby of the Government Powder Mills at Waltham 

and produoed to him the maps of Essex and Herts to whioh you 
, 

refer and from whioh I believe he took some memoranda. These 

maps are not now in my possession and the Manor Court Rolls 

are in the possession of Mr. C.F.E. Yessopp of Waltham Abbey, 

the present Steward of the Manor. 

I send for your inspeotion all extraots in my 

possession shewing presentments in 1672-3 as to the Powder 

Mills. I am unable to leave home owing to age and infirmity, 

but shall be glad to see you here and give any further 

information in my power on the subjeot. 

Yours truly, 

The Treasury SOlioitor, 
Law Courts Branoh, 

WALTER C. METCALFE. 

276, Royal Courts of Justioe, 
L 0 n don. W.C. 
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Pena 

MANOR of WALTHAM HOLY CROSS 

VIEW of FRANK PLEDGE with COURT BARON. 

27th. MAY 1672. 

Among the presentments of the Jury are the followlng~­

"Also they present that ~ALPH HUDSON has erected a powder mill 

near a.oertain bridge oalled Hook's Marsh Bridge upon land per-

taining to the Inhabi tants of Upshire and Hallefield to the 

great nuisanoe of the inhabitants there, and of all others 

passing by the foot~ay leading by the said Mill and the barges 

lying and there oonstantly being and to the great danger of 

the inhabItants and of their oattll9 daily passing the said Mill, 

and has obs truo ted the way leadi ng from Hooks M.arsh to Edmonsee 

to the great damage of the inhabItants they being deprived of 

the aocustomed' way. Therefore it is ordered that the said 

Ralph Hudson without delay shall remove the said Mill and 

restore the said under penalty of forfeiting to the 

Lady of the Manor for every week the same shall oontinue £5." 

MANOR of WALTHAM HOLY CROSS &0. 

29th. MAY 1673. 

Hudson in roia "AlsO they present that Hudson gent. will not 

Noco Norne 
marsh 

remove his powder mill whioh is a great nuisanoe to the 

inhabitants and to travellers there passing aocording to the 

order of the last Court therefore he is ameroed at £40. 

AlsO they present that Ralph Hudson gent in shutting up 

the water has done SO to the nuisanoe of the footway leading by 

Norne Marsh t9 Chestnut and it is ordered by the Court that the 

aforesaid Ralph Hudson shall suffioiently repair the same 

before the first day of June next under pain of forfeiting to 

the lady of the Manor £S. 
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Cous!l Also they present that the aforesaid Ralph Hudson has 

done great harm to the Marsh oalled Norne Marsh and to the 

hoppet oalled Norne Marsh Hoppet by outting the turf for the 

mending of his banks, and it is ordered that he shall not do 

the same under pain of forfeiting to the Lady of the Manor 

for every time so offending £5. 


