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1 >I Octo~r 2008 

Mr Leslie Tucker, Archivist 
Royal Gunpowder Mills 
Bcaulieu Drive 
WALTHAM ABBEY 
Essex EN91JY; 

Dear Mr Tucker 

32 London Road, Buntingford 
Hertfordshire SG9 9JW 

Telephone: (01763) 271 398 

- 3 OCT 1008 

Many thanks for the copy report on the explosions at the Royal Gunpowder Mills in the early 
part of World War H. 

My interest is one of family history. My grandmother and her sister were nurses in the late 
1800s/early 1900s at the Female Hospital in Woolwich. My grandmother married a member 
of the RAMC who was killed in the Boer War in 1901. My aunt married Peter Tracey, a 
plumber, although he might have previously Ix:en a soldier, in Woolwich in 1902. 

I assume Peter Tracey staned working at the Gunpowder Mills as a chemical plumber shortly 
afterward£ for they lived in Park Road, Waltham Cross, and had a son there in 1905. They 
went to America at some time but I do not know when. I remember them living at 3 Abbey 
Road, Waltham Cross where we would regularly visit having travelled from Edmonton by 
trolley bus. Later in life they moved to be near lheir son in Essex lived well into their eighties 

/i( Although onl.y seven at the time f rem~mber the explosion which was heard in EdmoD.ton and 
know 'Uncle Pete' received some lDJuries. Unfortunately their house lD Abbey Road was 
bombed dunng the same period. Your copy notes have put my childhood memOTlCS into I context and solved one of the many mysterie~ that crop up when looking int~ family history. 

Please accept the enclosed cheque as a donatIOn to the Royal Gunpowder Mills funds . 

Sincerely 
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